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To the Impartial Reader. 


Reacer, 

H E Juſtification of my own Aftions in this 
preſent Revolution ingages me, and the love 
of Truth conſtrains me to this Task. What 

I have done, upon the ſtlrifteſt Examination of my 
cn heart, I have done with a pure Conſcience, and 
with juſt abhorrence of Popery and Slavery, And 
I am ready to Anſwer all Objeftions that may be 
made againſt thoſe Principles of Government, and 
unmoveable Foundations which I have laid. I af- 
ſert nothing but what agrees with the Reaſon of Man, 
with the Word of God, and with the Praftice of all 
Ages in like Exigents. IT give to Czfar the things 
that are Czſars, and to God the things that are 
Gods ; and 1 alſo juſtifie the Liberty of my Native 
Countrey. And this occaſioned me to make Reflexions 
upon the Diſcourfe of this Gentleman. For my own 
part, I deſire to Fear God with the moſt Dewout ; 1 
Honour King William and Queen Mary with the 
foremoſt, and I love the Liberty of an Engliſhman 
with my whole Soul. I confeſs, I was zealous againſt 
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ches. 

Firſt, Becauſe it was IWegal, and ſeem'd to me 
to own Arbitrary Government , and the Diſpenſing 
Powers. 

Secondly, Becauſe it evidently conduced to the 
Change of the eflabliſh'd Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Introduftion of Popery as the National IWor- 
ſhip. But I was then, and am now for the Eaſe of 
Tender Conſciences : only I would have all done 
Orderly by the Legiſlative Power of the Nation ; 
that is, by King, Lords, and Commons. 

Now as for this Gentleman, 1 have plainly ſhewn 
his Miſtakes about Conqueſt ; about God's Providence ; 
about the Lawfulneſs of Dejenſrve Arms, &C. 

I ſubmit the whole to thee, Chriſtian Reader, 
Lay aſide Prejudice , Conſider exailly, Fudge im- 
partially, and God be with us all. 


Reading the Declaration of the late Kin? in Char- - 
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A Juſtification 
The UUilliamites. 


Cannot bur greatly approve the Deſign of this Gentleman, 

which ſeems to be the Glory of God, in afferting his Provi- 

dence about diſpoſing Kingdoms ; the Honour of King Wi/- 

liam, in making him a lawful Prince ; the Peace of the 
Nation, in perſwading the Facobires to Submiſſion 3 the Preſerving: 
the Reputation of the Church of Englard,. in allaying the heats and 
animoſities of the Williamites, 8c. 

And I will not accuſe him of take-warmneſs, in neither aſ- 
fiſting, nor reſiſting the late King ; becauſe he that is not againſt: 
us, is 0n our fide, in ſome ſenſe. And this-was the caſe of Hun- 
dreds in England , who could not ſound the depth of thele Do-- 
&rines,and did not trouble themſelves about Paſſive Obedience, 

And no doubr, many will commend him for his Prudence and 
calm temper, in ſtanding by unconcerned, and obſerving which 
{11de would have Succeſs. Bur if all Men had been as wiſe as this- 
Gent. or as ſubtle , I fear we ſhould have been: over-run by. 
Popery and Arbitrary Power before this day. For who ſhould 
help us ? not this Gent. nor any of his Perſwation 3 becauſe he 
muſt in no caſe reſiſt. Who (ſhould then invite the Prince of 
Orange over, and Promiſe him Aſſiſtance? Let Fools and Rebels 
do that, this Gent. hath more wit, and is bound in Conſcience to 
be Paſſive, Prayers and Tears are his only Weapons. And1 
make no doubt (for truly I believe him to be a devour Man) oo 
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he prayed to God for Deliverance : But when the Deliverer 
came , joyn with him who will be him ,. he muſt not aſſiſt , 
nor re{iſt. Now in all others caſes, Divines call this a Tempt- 
ing of God. 
4 Joe let us ſee particularly wherein we agree, and wherein we 
iffer. | 

Firſt, It is agreed, That the Prince of Orange,(now our Gracious 
Soveraign) had juſt Cauſe ro make War upon Fames the Second, 
P.5. And it he had a juſt Cauſe (I will not fay to invade us, or 
the injurious Prince , as this Gent. faith, but) to right himſelf, 
and come over and help us to right, then ſurely our cauſe was juſt 
alſo, and it could be no Sin,but a Virtue to joyh with him againſt 
our Common Enemies. Ha" 0 

Secondly , Ic is agreed , That this Prince was no Subje& to 
King Fames, nor to any other Prince, and conſequently was no 
Rebel, P.5. And if He could not have —_ without Force, He 
might lawfully compel him by force to do what He ought to 
have done withour it, but would nor. | 

Thirdly, The Author very ſenſibly and pathetically repreſents 
the Tyranny , Oppreſſion, and Grievances of the Nation. He 
faith, P.5. All Proteſtants grant the late King's defign was cer- 
tainly to Extirpate the Proteſtant Religion; to Inſlave, and con- 
ſequently to Extirpate the ___ Nation. And P. 16. He Per- 
ſecuted that Church he Promiſed and was bound to Protect, and 
did not treat us like Engliſhmen, but like Slaves. And ?. 18, Ir 
may ſuffice to ſay in general, Never any of our Princes fo openly 
attempted the Ruin of an Eſtabliſhed Religion, or by more LIlle- 
gal Courſes than He. Nor Law, nor Oaths, nor Promiſes , nor 
Gratitude could reſtrain Him. He broke thorough all the Bar- 
riers God and Man had put in his way, and ſeemed reſolved to 
ruin us, or himſelf, &c. And Pag. 23. All his Solemn Promiſes 
were eaſily broken , or rather never intended to be kept at the 
very time they were made, and all thoſe He hath fince made have 
been violated in Ireland, where only He had Power to keep or 
break his word, &c. 

Fourthly, lt is agreed, That the Do&trine of the Lawfulneſs of 
defenſive Arms is not ws pr at all ſeaſons, or may be an unſea- 
ſonable Diſpute, P. 2. And that very great Caution muſt be uſed, 


leſt the People Rebel; and it is a (1gn of a crazy Nation , m_ 
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the Fundamentals of Government muſt be laid open. But yet if 
it be a truth, in extreme Neceflity, it muſt be manifeſted to fatis- 
fie mens Conſciences. And this Gentleman confeſſes, P. 1. That 
the Doctrine of Paſhve Obedience was indeed dangerous to them, 
(that is, Their preſent Majeſties) when He firſt entered England; 
becauſe all that believed themſelves bound by it, were obliged 
not to take up Arms for Him againft King Fames , and fo conſe- 
quently it deprived Him of their Affiſtance: and for this reafon 1 
conclude ( if it be falſe, as I have elſewhere demonſtrated) it 
ought to be extirpated out of the World. | 

ifthly, It is Agreed, That they that believe Pafive Obedience, 
were not thereby bound to Aſſert the wn ron of Fames 
the Second. Becauſe tho' they are to juſtifie His Authority, yer 
they muſt not His Crimes. 

Sixthly, As for Deſertion , I need not meddle with it 3 be it 
as he ſaith, P. 6. 

Let us now ſee wherein we differ. 

Firſt, I have with ſome Impatience (to uſe this Gentleman's 
words in the beginning) read the Scandalous Reflections that He 
makes upon thoſe who have of late oppoſed Paſjive Obedience, and. 
juſtified Defenſive Arms in ſome Caſe : without which we had 


been all Slaves. His Defign in this Diſcourſe (he ſays) is to pur 


an end, as far as he can , to this unſeaſonable Diſpute; 2P. 2. and 
yet he juſtifies Paſſive Obedience at a very high Rate; as if a Man: 
could not be a Son of the Church of Englana, yea, ſcarce a good 
Chriſtian that denies it. And he loads it with this Odium, P. 2. 
They can be no Friends to Government in General, nor to Him, (that 
is, K. W.) or His, in Particular, who are ſo Zealous to have the 
Dofrine of Nonre{iftance Extirpated out of the World. And he 
charges us with this ridiculous Conſequence, That it is Lawful for 
every man to Rebel again#t his. Lawful Prince , whenever he thinks. 

it neceſſary. | 
Anſw. This is a foul Aſperſton. We ſay the Cauſe muſt be. 
real, plain and evident. And in this preſent Caſe, ſuppoſing De- 
fenlive Arms lawful, I deſire no better Advocate or Orator to re- 
preſent our Grievances than this Gent. See P. 5, 8, 16,18, 23. 
And yet I ſappoſe few Men accule him of 1rreverence to Crowned 
Head, as the Phraſe is : Tho" a man that oppoſes Paſſiye Obedience, 
would be invidioufly declaimed againſt for half ſo much. = we 
LOW 
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know that St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Emperor's Perſecution, calls 
him a L:on, the moſt fierce. and cruel of Beaſts : But at another 
time, owning his Authority., and in reſpect. of chat, (to uſe the 
words of a Learned and Eloquent Presbyter, of my Acquaintance) 
His Chriſtianity allows him as high Complements to King Agrippa, 
As 26. 2, 3. With great deference to his Authority and Know- 
ledge,nay, and tohis Honour and Goodneſs,tho' a Heathen,or little 
better, and otherwiſe .very obnoxious. But becauſe we are fo 
often charged, as if we did not give due Honour to Kings, give me 
leave to illuitrate our Caſe in no very long Speech. 

Great Sir, We arc your Majeſties moſt humble and moſt dutiful Ser- 
wants and Subjetts, we look, upon our ſelves as bound in Conſcience to 
hazard our Lives and Fortunes in the Preſervation of your Majeſties 
Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, and of our Religion , Liberty, and Pro- 
perty. But we fear that Evil Counſellors move your Majeſty againſt us, 
and endeavour Innovations, and our Ruin by Illegal Courſes. It is a 
great Grief and Sorrow of heart to us to ſee theſe Evils, and in all 
Humility upon-our Knees, we beſeech your Majeſty to Redreſs our Grie- 
vances : But if your Majeſty is reſolved to perſiit ts theſe miſchievous 
Courſes, as we humbly conceive, we believe we may with a good Con- 
ſeience defend onr ſelves, and not offend God and his Laws, The King 
rerhaps may wax hot with anger, and call us Factious, Seditious, 
Rebels, and caſt us into Priſon, &c. 

Then comes another ſort of the King's Subjects , 

Dread Soveraign, We your Majeſties moſt faithful Subjefts and 
Servants,without any Reſerve, will ſtand by your Majeſty againit all 
Enemies whatſoever , aud we eſteem it our bounden Duty Attively to 
obey all your Commands , that are not contrary to the Word of God, 
ang our Religion, and when they are, Paſſively to ſubmit to your Maje- 

 ſties Pleaſure under our Oppreſſions, and never to Reſiſt. | 

The King truſts theſe Men is exceedingly pleaſed with their 
great Expreſlions of Loyalty ; Honours them , makes them his 
Confidents, takes them into his Councels ; rewards them with 
great Preferments in Church and State: ; 

Not long after, the King is in great Fear and Diſtreſs by reaſon 
of Enemies. "He ets forth a Proclamation to all his Loving Sub- 
jects to aſſiſt Him, and Repel the Force of the Invader, and his 
Rebellious Subjects, who joyn with him. -% 
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They return this Anſwer. Great Sir, Oar Lives are at your Ma- 
jeſties Service, but we have many Grievances firſt to be redreſſed, and 
we ſee your Majeſty is reſorved on theſe illegal Exorbitant Courſes, 
P. 8. and therefore we are not to be blamed, tho' we withdraw from 
your Service : And the beſt of the Primitive Chriſtians woula have 
done the ſame thing, if it had been their Lot to have faln under 
ſucha Prince. We deny that we your Majeſties Subje&s are bound 19 
ſtand by you, and fight for you, p. 7. For your Majeity hath notoriouſly 
invaded and deſtroyed all our Civil and Religious Rights and Libcries, 
and deſigned the Ruin and Deſtruction both of them and us, aud would 
give 15 no aſſurance we could rely on, to do otherwiſe for the future. 
And therefore if it be unlawful to Reſiſt, it is alſo as unlawful to Aſſiſt 
and Enable your Majeſty to deſtroy the true Religion,the EngliſhLiberties 
and Immunities ;, nay, the very Nation. | 

I dare ſwear, if the late K. were made Judge, He would ſay, the 
firſt ſort of Subjects were honeſt, plain-dealing, true-hearted Men, 
and if He had hearkened to their Counſel, both He and His Sub- 
jects might have been happy. Bur what He would fay of the other 
fort of Subjects, I cannot tell, tho*'I can ſhrewdly gueſs. And 
Now I hope they will never tell us more of being irreverent to 
Cro:xned Heads. : 

Adam got Fig-leaves to hide his Nakedneſs: and the Sons of 
Adam are to0 like him, and love to hide their Sins, rather than 
confeſs them. Burt what a Juggleis this? God forbid that I ſhould 
Rretch forth my hand againſt the Lord's anointed ; but if my Neigh- 
bour will, tho' I have ſtrength enough, I will not oppoſe him, I 
am not bound to affift the Lord's Anointed : for He will not call 
a Free and Legal Parjitament,and redreſs our Grievances, P. 2. & 6. 
and elſewhere. If chis be the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, I 
dare ſay every wiſe Prince (as ſoon as he underſtands it) will root 
it out of his Dominions , - by not truſting fuch men. If I refit, ] 
am damned : if I aſſiſt, our Religion and our Nation is ruined. TI 
never taught Ative Obedience to the lawful Commands of the 


| King, (if1 did, I have forgocrten it) tho'I taught Paſſive Obedience, 


when he commanded illegally. And theretore if Cut-throars 
with a barbarous Aſſaſſination will Murther the King, I will ſtand 
by, and ſee them, and waſh mine hands in Innocency when TI have 
done, becauſe the King would not call a Free Parliament, when 
I thovght it neceſſary. I perceive, = tho' this Gentleman wculd 
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not Subſcribe the Aſﬀociation with David's Confederates , and 
take up defenſive 'Arms againſt Saul's Tyranny and Oppreſſion ; 
yet if Sar! would not Redre(3 Grievances, when he thought it ne- 
ceſfary, if Abiſhai would kiil Ring Sau!, he might for him, he is 
not bound to aſſiſt : Ic is God's Providence, who pulls down one, 
and ſets up another. Doth not God and Man abhor ſuch Sophiſftry 
and Colluſion ?: Well fare ”2/ive Obedience : it deſerves contempt 
and ſcorn, and to be rooted out of the world, if this be it. And 
Good men will make it their buſineſs ro ridicule and confute it, 
P. 37. forthis is one of the worlt and moſt exploded Dottrins of 
the whole World, P.35. I am ſorry he gives ſuch advice (as I 
cannot hearken to) to {peak modeltly of_it , eſpecially as he hath 
repreſented it, P. the laſt. And inceed Faſſive Obedience began to 
be ridicul'd and exploded by divers of the Clergy and Laity, in 
my hearing, ſome Months before we dreamed of the Prince of 
Orange's Coming to deliver us from our cruel] Task-maſters, the 
Jeſuits and Evil Councellors, bing convinced of this Error , and- 
the many Miſchiefs thereof, by fence and experience,the Miſtrifs 
of Fools, according to the Proverb, as this Gentleman faith, ”. 22. 
And now (I dare fy, without tranſgre fling that Rule of Chriſtia- 
nity of not rendring railing for railing) we are even with this 
Gentleman for calling us Rebels, and inferring this ablurd Conſe: 
ouence from our Doctrine, That ze i5 Lawful for every man to rebe! 
apainſt bis Lawful Prince, whenwer be thinks it neceſſary. 

Object. Bur if Defenſive Arms are Lawful, who ſhall be Fudge 
when we are oppreſſed ? 

Auſw. In our Caſe this Gentleman hath already determined for 
us, that never any Nation was more oppreſſed. - And if any man 
will not ſtand to his Determination, he mu*?, I think be wilfully 
blind. However there is no Judge but right Reaſon ; for , what 
hath God mace us reaſ{onabie Creatures, but to Judge betweer, 
Good and Evil 2 Why ever of your ſelves judge je not what is right * 
is our Saviour's Queſtion, Zzk, 12.57. But indeed great and uni- 
verſal oppreſſion is commonly a thing ſenſible, of which our Sen- 
ſes may be Judges, We who juſtihe Defenftive Arms in ſome 
Cale, are as zealous for Government in General, and for Monar- 
chy and the Englith Government , and for King Wil; in parti- 
cular, as this Gent. For we have ventured Lives and Fortunes 
with Him, which the Author confeſſes he hath not. And at the 
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rate that he Writes, all the SuBjects of England or Scotland, who 
came over in Arms with King #/:/;iam, are Rebels; all that Joyn- 
ed with Him; all that Prayed for his Good Succeſs ; all the Prc- 
reſtants who defended themſelves in /rel-nd, eſpecially -Mr. Wal- 
ker, and the London-Derry Proteſt ants, are all Damned Rebels, 
becauſe they were Subjects, and ought not in any Cale toreſiſt the 
late King. And is this the manner of Man, O Lord God? as he 
ſaith. But ler this Gent. know , that the Incocent, (I mean the 
Legally Innocent ). may defend themſelves by the Law of Nature, 
and this is written in his, and every mans heart. And he faith, 
P. rt. The contraty Doctrine was dangerous to the Prince of 
Orange at his firſt Landing. And indeed if half the People had 
believed Paſſive Obedience, as molt of the Clerzy raughr, and moſt 
of the Army ſeemed to believe, He might have loſt his Head by 
venturing to Save us. Bur bleſſed be God, Engliſhmen would 
not be frighted our of their ſenſes by a cauſeleſs Curſe from ſome 
weak Prophets, or full of prejudice. And how any man could 
declare too ſoon for the Prince of Orange, his now Majeſty , and © 
{o forget his Duty as he faith, P.3. is a Myſtery that I would 
Have this Gent. unfold. If his Cauſe was good and juſt, as this 
Author acknowledgeth , who could declare roo ſoon for him 2 
Paſſive Dbedience delerves to be routed out of the World, if for 
no other reaſon, yet for this, becauſe it hath blinded this hone(t 
Gentleman, that he cannor {peak well of his beſt Friends ; I mean 
of choſe who have been Inſtraments of his Deliverance from that 
Infatuated Monarch, as he writes , under whole Government lie 
dreads to live again. I hope we have no Court-Paraſites, 2nd 
Flatterers, who folloiv the old Maxim, Oblige your Enemes, Neg- 
lect and ſlight your Friends. Curſed be ſuch Policy. I coafels I ant 
for forgiving Enemies , and encour2ging the Penitent : T hate 
Cruelty, or Severity, eſpecially conſidering fo many miſled Son); 
as we have had in Ezz/and. May the King's Throne be Eftablithed 
in Righteoulneſs, and may Mercy and Truth preſerve the Kin: : 
But let nor thoſe, who have cheerfully ſpent their (ireogrch 
in this Cauſe be ſlighted, or expoſed to the Malice of their 
Enemies. | 
Object. Chri#t, and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians di: 
not reſiit the Heathen Roman Perſecating Emperors. And this was' 
true Doctrine in Terrlian's time ( Ape!, I, Cap. 37.) as he 
B 2 
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quotes, Pag. 10, 1f we Chritian® would become your publick, and de- 
clared Enemies , or fecret Revengers of our own Wrongs, ( ſhould we 
want Force and Number to. ſupport it 8) We excced the Moors , the 
Marcomans, and the Parthians, . or any other one ſingle Nation in the 
whole World ; we are but of Yeſierday, and yet we have filled all your 
F laces, your Cities , your Iſlands, Caſtles , Corporations, Councels, 
Tribes, Companies, Palace, Senate, and Forum or Marker- Flace : and 
we have left you nothing to Enjoy alone, but your Temples; Now we 
rho ſo willingly lay down our Lives, are we not thereby futed. and pre- 
pared, do you think, to manage any War, tho we were very much infe- 
riour in Numnber , if our Religion did not oblige us, rather to ſuffer 
Death than to Inflift it ? We might without <irms or Reſiſtance, 
barely by diſagreeing with you , and the Envy of a Sefaration , wery 
much endanger and diſquiet you ;, for if ſo great a part of the Empire, 
as we now 13:ake, ſhould break it ſelf off from the ret z, and retire inta 
anyremote Corner of the World, it would certainly confound your Do- 
minions, to loſe ſo many Subjetts, be their quality what it will; yea, our 
very departitre from you would be a ſevere Puniſhment ; the Deſolation 
nd Silence we ſbould leave behind ns, would ſtrike you with an Horror 
and Amazement, as if the World were expiring; you would be forced 
to ſeek for new Subjefts to ſupply our places; and perhaps we ſhould 
leave you more Encn.ies than Subjetts or Defenders. This place hath 
been often cired to prove the Doctrine of Paſſive Ovedience ; and 
in trath it is 4 TNoble Teſtimony, of the Faith and Patience of 
thoſe S:18ts. 

Anſiw. The I av's of the Empire were againſt them : Now 
Chriſt cate not to deſtroy or alter Political Government, buc left, 
it, as he feund it. And he fent his Apoſtles to reform the world, 
to turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God : And accordingly their Weapons were not Carnal, but 
Spiritual. They did not, like Mahbomer and his Followers, Con- 
guer the V,'orid by force of Arms, but did Convince and Convert 
Zers and Gentiles by working Miracles, by the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, by the Word of God, and by Reaſon, Diſputation, and Argu- 
ment. Put this is not our Caſe. I will ſtate the Cafe ; Suppoſe 
2 whole Nation Chriſtian , and the true Religion fixed by Law, 
{o that it is our Birthright and Property, asit were, and we have 
2 Legal and Civi} Right, or Human Right as well 2s a Divine to 


our Religion, and yer this 15 evidently Invaded by Evil Come 
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lors about the King, and he is drawn to deſtroy Religion. If this 
Gentleman can ſhew any Primitive Chriſtian , or ancient Father 
and Doctor of the Church, who faith in this Caſe it is not Law- 
ful to Defend our Religion, Laivs , Liberties, and Properties, I 
yield the Cauſe. Otherwiſe «ve grant all his Examples and In- 
ſtances, as nothing to our purpoſe. They theiv indeed the Peace- 
ableneſs, Meeknels, Humility, Patience, and Faith of thoſe Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, their Zeal and Afﬀection for-the Happineſs of 
the Empire, and their Submiſſion co the Government, Laws and 
Uſages of their Country, and to their Superiours in their moſt 
rigorous Execution of thew, to the deſtruction of them and their 
Religion, which is called the Abnle of Power, and Legal Tyran- 
ny, in which caſe we allo own Paſſive Obedience, 

Secondly, I difter from this Gent. about Conqueit. He would 
have King Wiliim a Conqueror, tho' He claims not by it. And 
ſo tho he was none of them that cid, or durſt have reſiſted or 
wy againſt King Fares, yet after his Deſertion , he forſook 

im, P.13. 

Anſw. If the Prince of Or2nge had deſigned an Invaſion and 
Conqueſt, a; this Gent. calls it, both he and we had been bFund 
in Conſcience to Oppoſe him, becauſe there is a Loyalty to our 
Country, as well as to our King. And Invation and Conqueſt are 
diſinal things, as we!l as tizameful. Bur bleſſed be God, He came 
not as the Enemy of our Country, but as opr Friend; as out Jo- 
ſbra, our Saviour; to deliver us from Popery and Slavery, He yen- 


tured his Life to fave us from Oppreflion , not to Conquer us. 


Belices, if he conquered King Fames, and this Gentleman, He did 
not Conquer thole that joyned wich him , which were by far 
the greatett part of the Nation. Iam {ure in our County mulci- 
tudes Subſcribed the 4f5c:a:ion, to ſtand by the Cauſe with their 
Lives and Fortunes, nct to £nflave themſelves by Conqueſt. And 
then it followed, Thar they humbiy delired the Prince of 0r-nge 


' to take the Government UPON him, and Circular Letters were iflued 


cut for a Conventien ; and that Convention (or Parliament) Elected 
him Xing, and the Princeſs Queen, and He accepted itas a Truſt - 
(and all Goverament is a Truſt , and founded in Covenant, as [ 
have elſewhere proved) and then we honoured Him, and prayed 
for Himas our King. According to thoſe Exhortations in Scrip- 
ture, which order us to Fear God and the King, Prov. 24. 21. e2 
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be ſubjeT to the highcr Powers, which are of God, Rom. 13.1. and to 
pray for Kings, and all in Authority , that under them we may lead a 
peaceable and quiet life in all Godlineſs and honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 1. & 2. 
All which are as much now due to Their preſent Majeſties, as to 
any that ever ſat on the Throne. 

Ic is true, by His Aﬀection to our Nation, and Zeal for our Re- 
ligion and Liberties, he conquered our Hearts, and will for ever 
reign there, and He merits our Lives and Fortunes : but it is nor 
for the Honour of our Nation to ſay, He Conquered us. And in- 
deed 140co Men cannot ſubdue England by force, which is pro- 
perly Conqueſt. We received him as ſent from God, with hearts 
full of joy , and with chearful countenances. And were it not 
for that Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience in its vaſt extent, (with 
which many devout Chriftians, and many Learned, Pious, and 
great Bittops and Doctors, through prejudice were poſleſled, I 


will not ſay infected Y the whole Nation had ſounded with Songs. 


of Triumph and our Churches and Pulpits with Praiſes and Halle- 
lujahs, as if we had had Heaven upon Earth. So great was the 
Mercy of our God in delivering us and our Poſterity from Popiſh 
Tenofance, Error, Superſtition , and Idolatry , and reſtoring our 
Laws and Liberties! For my own part, I was tranſported wich 


joy, and I care nor, if all the world faith, as ſome ſaid in Heer 


his time, c. 9. v. 7. The Prophet is a Foo!, the ſpiritual Alan is Alad. 
Eur ſorely in crurh and reaſon, they are Fools and Wiadmen, that 
reject to great Deliverance and Salvation our of fondnels to a filly 
Opinion. Jhereneed no Elcquence, (it I could uie it) our grear 
Fears and imminent Dangers are Oratory ſufficient, Popilh Judges, 
Popiih Officers in the Army, Popith Prieſts and Jeſuits art Courr, 
Popith Heads of Colleges in the Univerſity, Popith Juſtices of the 
Feace, Mayors, #c. with the Diſpenſing Porer, might well affright 
us. And tho' we perhaps might have {pun out a flavith life with- 
our great Pet {ecution, yet our Children could expect nothing but 
Frcach Dragoons and Torture, or voluntary Exile, if not the 4a- 
jan days of Fire and Faggor. But as for thoſe who plead Con-« 
cuelt for the King, they know not what they do im making this 
Viea, as a Learned Man ſpeaks. For if there were no other righr, 
reither Precedent.nor conlequent, but meerly becauſe ſuch an one 
was flironger and £0t it, and fo holds it now; then whoſoever is 
lironeeſt ar any time he hath right , and- if a ſtronger than he 
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comes, he ſhall have rignt. This is no good Divinity, nor Policy 
to Plead thus. That which ſubje&s my Conſcience to ſuch an 
ne, is Submiſhon npon ſome Compact, Covenant, or Agree- 


” ment. Beſides, this ſort of Men, by flattering Monarchs, and 


deluding the People, with cryipg out, The King, the King ; have 


| wholly forgotten the very Heathens Leſſon, Ir is ſweet and comely 


ro Die for our Country, that is, our Laws, Liberty , Property, &c. 


: TImwſt confeſs, Conqueſt makes way for Subjection , ' as it did-in 


Ceſar over the Fews : but I hope no man will {ay this is our caſe: 
nor do they do their King or Country any Service, who pur the 


| Controverlie upon this Iſſue. 


"a3 6h SO ES . 
CE Ge, 


Thirdly, I muſt conſider what this Gentleman aith about God's 
Providence in diſpoſing Kingdoms. And here I muſt needs ſay, 
thathe is honeſt in the main, but he hath not read and digeſted 
Divinity enough to handle this fubje&, and therefore he is very 
confuſed. And I will not arrogate ſo much to my ſelf, as to ſay, 
IT have ſounded this depth, which hath coſt me ſome years ſtudy, 
and yet I muſt admire (for I am ignorant or unſatisfied abour 
many- things concerning) God's Providence. I will not at this 


' time ingage in the Controverlie between the Remonſtrants, and 


Contra-Remonſtrants. God's Providence, and Man's free adtirg 
are not inconſiſtent, that is certain. How they concur is molt 
myſterious, and the Higheſt Foint in School-Divinity. And ] 


3 may ſafely {ay, that it is above my ſtrenzth cocut aſunder, or my 
; wit to untie this knot. But it is mine, and every mans Duty, to 
: do God's Will, and ſubmit to his Pleaſure, who doth whatſoever 


pleaſeth him in Heaven, and in Earth, in the Seas, and all deep 


' places.. However I beg leave of the Learned and JudiciBus to 


- 


8 oF oldie 


_ favourable Interpretation-of my defign upon this abſtruſe 
{ubje. | | 

Firſt, It is certain, and agreed upon by the Calviniſts, and Ar- 
minians,, that God is not Author of Sin. He is the Author ' 
of the Evil of Puniſhment , but not of the Evil of Sin, 
Amos 3. G6. 

Secondly, God permits many things, which he doth not ap- 
prove 3 as the Perſecution of good men for righteouſneſs ſake. 

Thirdly, God in his Providence,for the wickedneſs of a people, 
or for their probation and trial, may ſuffer his*Church to fall int 
the hands of Tyrants and Oppreſflors, and to be carried Captive,or 
to be Exiles, Fourthly. 
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Fourthly, Tho' ſuch wicked Inſtruments as Tyrants {in greatly 
in their Pride, Cruelty, and Oppreſſion of God.s own Inheritance, 
yet in his Providence he may make uſe of them, as Scourges and 
Rods to punith rhe wicked, and ciattite the good, for their trial, 
as the exerciſe of their Faith, Patience, Humility, &c. 

Fifchly, God in his Providence may , and ſometimes doth cre- 
ate Deliverance for his People in an unexpecte4 manner. And we 
may well fay of this great Deliverance of our Nation , This ts the 
Lords doing, and fit is marvellous jn our eyes, Plal. 118, 23. So much 
for God's Providence. 

Now I muſt diilinguiſh about Governours ; which this Gent. 
doth not. Governours are either Lawful Princes, or Uſarpers. 

Firſt, A lawful King is he,vho hath a true Title to the Throne, 
either by Succeſſion, or Election. | | 

Secondly, An Ulurper is he who hath gotten Poſſeſſion, but 
hath no right. This latter is by God's Permiſſion. This Ulſur- 
pers have; for God ſuffers them to rule : and ſome call this a 
Providential Right, 'very inccagruoully. For this gives no juſt 
Title, and conlequently there is no Subje&tion due. The vileſt 
perſon may have this, in: Judzment to a Nation, as one ſpeaks) 
on purpole to try them, that fo by ſuch unlawful Subjection, that 
Nation may fill up che meaſure of their Intquities, and God may 
deitroy both them, and tzeir Governours : of wn hich there are ma- 
ny dreadful] Examples in Hiitory. | 

This Gent. is very confuſed. He ſaich , That the Primitive 
Chriitians never regarded the Right, Tirtie, or the Claim of Prin- 
ces and Emperors. And by this tees to own Olivir Cromwel , as 
welt=s any Lawful Kinz. And he makes no Diſtingtion between 
a Lawful King, and an Ulurper. 

I mult confe(s , the Hiſtory of the Primitive Chriſtians about 
Govein2urs is very imperfect. -( Eecauſe they minded Religion 
more than #olitical Goverament , and an Heavenly Kingdom 
more than an Earthly.) But it will be very hard for this Gent. 
co prove, That the Iximicive Chriſtiins owned any Emperor, that 
was not firit own'd by the Senate, and People of Kome. In times 
of Confution, many thirgs are. {uflered or indured, which are 
n»r appraved, And when the Empire was in Diſtraction, through 
K4120oon of inen afpiring to the Throne , both the Chriſtians, 

20 ts Senate, apd WE 20! Of £0, Wight not know what to 
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do in Prudence, or what courſe to take, as well as this Gentleman 


A = late Confuſtons, and yet not be blame-worthy, nor own an 
urper. 

And it isa Caſe of Conſcience of great concernment ſometimes, 
How far we may live quietly under an Ulurper. 

Firſt, No man is bound in Conſcience to tell an Uſurper thar 
he is fo, no more thaa he 1s bound to tell a Thief upon the High- 
way that he is a Rogue. 

Secondly, Any wan may with a good Conſcience take upon him 
the Office of a Judge, or any other Legal Truſt , or a Preacher 
of God's Word, in time of Confuſion under an, Uſurper, provided 
he owns not his Authority, nor Swears Allegiance as to a Lawful 
Prince. Becauſe Government muſt be, and Good Laws may be 
put in Execution in any time of Confuſion, and ſomebody muſt 
do thele things. In ſhort, in my opinion, a Conſcientious man, 
living under an Ulſurper, may do whatſoever conduceth to Order, 
Natural Right, Publick Good and Juſtice , and the Preſervation 

of the true worliip of God, without owning his Authority. But 
this I am ſure is very unſeaſonable , and I almoſt tremble to ſay 
this little about it at this time, for fear of giving Scandal. Bur I 
think my ſelf able to prove againſt any man, that King William 
and Queen Mary, by the Election of the People (in Convention) 
have as true a Title, as ever any Prince had. And if this Gear. 
can prove what he faith, P. 10. with all my heart be it done, I 
muſt out of awful fear and reverence ſay nothing of it more. I 
hope by God's grace I thall ever render fear 0 whom fear, honour 
to whom honour, ROM. 13.7. 

Thirdly, Every man is bound (tho' not unſeaſonably , rathly, 
and furiouſly, when there is no probability of good Succels) to 
indeavour that the right Governour be placed on the Throne. 
As for inſtance , when 0. C. had poſſeſſion, all the true Sons of 
the Church of Ergland, and many of our Presbyrtcrian Brethren, to 
my knowledge never owned his Authority , but were very zea- 
lous, and heartily prayed for the Reſtauration of the King and 
Royal Family. And they thought ic their Duty , when they 
could not actively ſerve and obey the King, to ſuffer with 
him, and lye at the Mercy of the Ulſurper, till God ſhould par- 
don the Sins of the Nation, and ſend DElIVELUICG———— % 
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Now, as this Gentlemanwrites, P. 13. © Did God give the Em- 
pire of the World to Nero, to Domitian, to 7ulian the Apoſtate, 
all Uſurpers, and ſome of them Murderers of their Predeceflors ? 
nay, to Mari, who was the very Image of O. C.? And hath he 
not ſince that done any ting of that Nature ? Did not he that 
* gave the Kingdom of England to King James , give it allo to 
* King Wilktam ? 

Here he ſeems to on O. C, as much as King William, I hope he 
means not {o; and I will not poſttively' charge him , tho! I grie- 
vouſly ſuſpe&t him. Sure I am, this is no Doctrine of tie Church 
of England. 

O. C. was permitted by God's Providence, as a Scourge and 
Plague to this ſinful and unworthy Nation; both to Prince, and 
People : according to the third Premile. And for the tranſgref- 
frons of a land many are the 1 riaces thereof, Prov. 29. 2. 

Bue King Wiltam was ſent to us by Divine Providence as a 
gracious Gift, and the greateſt Temporal Bleſſing, that God could 
vouchſafe a poor, diſtretled, diſtracted Nation : according to the 
hfth Premile. | 

And indeed (to do this Gent. right) I charitably preſume that 
it is want of Diſtinction in Divinity, not in his thoughts. to com- 
pare O C, and King I/iltiam. For, P. 12. he applieth Dan. 4. 17. 
where God is {aid to {et over Kingdoms the baſeſt of mea, ſuch as 
0.C. was, Kings given to a {:tnful Nation in his wrath , and 
tometimes as {uddenly again taken away 1n his anger, and at other 
times continued longer for the Trizl of his People,or the Chaſtile- 
ment of wicked men : which is go00G Divinity. 

I thall conclude this about God's Providence with the words of 
our Royal Martyr,of ever Blefled Memory, King Charles the Firſt, 
{ Fry. Bzon. Þ. 295, With me) Gods nifſe Providence (we know) often 
permits many Eveits , wiich his revealed Word (the on'y clear, ſafe, 
and fixed Rule of good Atlions and good Conſciences) in no ſurt aps 
Proves. | 

Let not the meaneſt in underſtanding miſtake me, I am not for 
Election every Reign, but for Succeition, juit as it 1s 1n England. 
Bur I ſay, Election is the true Title of all Government originally, 
and this is the Foundation of all the various Forms in the Worlc. 
Power is Gods : but the Form ( as St. Peter faith) is an Humane 
Creation , Conſticntion, or Ordinauce, I never loved to ye = 
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God's Cauſe : (it needs it not) nor daub with untempered Mortar; 
(God forbids it). 

For my part, if I did not in Conſcience believe that the late 
King by his Male-adminiſftration deſerved what he hath (ſuffered, 
not only from che hand of God, bur alſo from the hand of his Sub- 
jects : and that in this Revolution they are innocent, who defend- 
ed themſelves and the Laws of their Country againſt his Arbitrary 
ProceeCings, I thould think my {elf bound by the Oath of Alle- 
giance to pray-for his Reitauration. But becauſe he hath broken his 
Covenant, Corcnation Oath, and Fromite, I am ſure our part of 
the Bond and Covenant is cancelled alſo. And that Kings were at 
firlt by Election, I prove thus, in the words of a great Divine not 
much altered : 

What firs inveZted ſuch a Family with Regal Power more than 
another ? It mult be either God from Heaven deſigning it, as David : 
or man appointing tt 3 or taken by Force ; there is no fourth, It was 
not the firſt, and to ſay the third 1s right , is an extream wrong 
to the King. If meer Force can give right, then whoſoever 1s 
moſt forcible hath right, It mult therefore be ſomething elſe. 
Whar can that be but the content of the People in Parliament to 
\uch a Family? which is in <fte& all one with Ele&ion : you may 
give it what narre you wyl. 

Bur faith this Gentleman, P. 28. The Primitive Church in the beſ# 
*imes took the words of S. Paul in their plain and literal ſenſe, The 
Powers th.it re (oi 32u) 1.12 Peſſeſjion) are ordained, or ordered of 
God, Rom. 13. Trey never formalize or make any Exception , but 
Congueft, Flettion, Uſurpation, were to them al: alike, if once the man 
was E/*abliſhed in the Throw. 

Auſm. 1 will not here take occaſion to confider what learned 
Criticks {ay about the word, 5, on which he {eems to lay ſome 
{tre(s, (bur they tay it {ignifies the True (or Lawful) Powers) nor 
will I expatiate in Analyzing this Text, tho' I havea Diſcourſe 
upon this ſubject by me. And I have read (uch Doctrine as this 
in ſome Otiverian Pamphlets in our late Anarchy and Confuſion. 
And if occafion be, I can produce one, which perhaps this Genr. 
hath ſeen, and hath been corrupted by it, or by ſome like it. Bur 
{ure he never read this Doctrine in any Book, written by any 
_ Divine of che Church -of England. 


I have 
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I have before diſtinguiſhed between a Lawful and an Uſurped 
Magiſtracy, according fo the beſt Divines of all Churches, that 
ever I read: inlomuch that I wonder at this Gentleman, who 
profeſſeth himſelf of the Communion of the Church of England. 
According to this Doctrine it ts a poor, weak thing to be a Mar- 
tyr, or to ſuffer for Loyalty to our King or Country. Whereas 
it hath in all Ages , not only among Chriſtians , bur alſo amon 
Heathens, by the light of Nature. been accounted a moſt Heroic 
Virtue to lay down our Lives for theſe. If this Gent. had been 
alive, and of years to adviſe, no Subject ſhould have ſuffered 
with King Charles the Firſt , if he had been their Counſel. I am 
ſo angry, that if I knew Thieves deſigned to rob this Gent. Houſe, 
I would not counſel one Neighbour to affiſt againſt theſe Rogues, 
but would commit it to God to determine as he thought fit, as his 
Cant is, P. 3. which vergeth very near to Blaſphemy. And this 
very Phraſe makes me think that this honeſt Gent. hath been miſ- 
led by ſome Fanatick Book. TI cannot think that he ran into this 
Error wittingly , and willingly , and deliberately : he is a good 
Chriſtian ſurely : becauſe, P. 7. he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that de- 
{piſe all revealed Religion, and that ſort of Men who have their Al 
in this world, and pretend to nothing in the next + (and therefore I 
muſt in Charity believe he hath the Hope of a Chriſtian) bur I 
cannot but explode his Doctrine. O prt'd Divinity ! Phy upon 
this grols Machiavelian and Hobbean Policy ! 

But to be ſerious, ſeeing this Gent. hath adviſed us, I will return 
kindneſs for kindneſs, and for once be ſo free with him as to ad- 
viſe him. | 

Good Sir, In the fear of God review that part of your Diſcourſe 
which concerns God's Providence, and the Government of King- 
doms and States : and learn to diſtinguith berween good and bad, 
perhaps your ſecond thoughts may be wiſer. Conſult with ſome 
learned and conſcientious Divine, and ſee if hewill tel] you, that 
in the Primitive times their Loyalty was one of their leſſer Vir- 
rues, upon which they never valued themſelves as you lay, 7. 3. 
You Giſcourſe in ſo looſe and extravagant a manner , that I muſt 
beg leave to enter my Diflenc , and Proteſt againſt this Doſe of 
Opium. And I never read ſo much Poiſon adminiſtred with a 
£o0d defign before in my life. And if any applaud you for this 
Diſcourſe, I will pray with our Church in che Litany , ny 
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have mercy upon us , Chriſt have mercy upon us , Lord have mercy #pox 
1; for ſurely we are not in our ſenſes. God fave King William 
and Qi;cen Mary from ſuch Defenders of their Right and Title, 
If you will not be adinoniſhed to revoke this, in my Opinion you 
deſerve (to ſpeak plain Engliſh: for by God's Providence, and 
King William's Protection, we Prieſts of the Church of England 
breathe ina free Air. I with all of us could ſee our own happi- 
neſs: I hope in time mens Prejudices will be removed : and through 
the Clemency of His moſt Gracicus Majeſty chearfully perform 
their Duty, I fay , you deſerve ) not only to be Excommunica- 
ted the Church of E»gland, but alſo the whole Church of God , 
for this wicked Error. | 
ut I hope our Engliſh Blocd is ſtill Noble, and will count it 
theit Honour, and the Glory of their Religion, co die for their 
King and Country , when occaſion 's, and God ſhall call them 
thereunto. And this is true Church of England Loyalty, and 
approved by all the Churches of God. But at the rate that you 
talk, if Corah, Dathan, and Abiram had had ſuccets, it had been 
Goo's Providence , and Approbation, and ſo farewel Moſes. If 
Abſalom had been proſperous , and in Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
right or wrong,ſee to thy houſe, David. What need we commend the 
Fidelity of /rrar,(that loyal Heart ; that noble and conſtant Spirit) 
when he ſaith, As the Lord liveth, and as my Lord the King liveth , 
ſerrely in what place my Lord the King ſhall be, whether 1n death or life, 
eve there alſo will thy Servant bc,3 Sath. 15.21. And they that fur- 
nithed David with Proviſtons, eſpecially Barzillai the Gileaditez 
(according to this Genr. Doctrine,ard indeed his whole Diſcourſe 
of this Matter is meer Enthuftaſmn , as if God did all things with- 
out means) right have been witer and faved Charges, and com- 
mitted the thing to God to determine as he thought fic. Bur I 
am weary of lathing this Doctrine, (with which none bur poor, 
weak, crazy Heads can be deceived, or vile, leud, and Atheilti- 
cal men ) becauſe it teacheth ſuch Nonſentfical , Diſloyal, Un- 
chriſtian, and Unnatural Behaviour towards our King and Coun- 
try. Voluptuous and Effteminate Epicures indeed by this Doctrine 
may ſleep in a whole skin , as we fay : but if they do not betray, 
they will do no ſervice to the Throne and Kingdom in time of 
Dithculty. And as much as I think the late King was to blame, 
I cannot bur pity him , if all his Aditerents were of this =_ 
LIDV1 + 
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I have before diſtinguiſhed between a Lawful and an Uſurped 
Magiſtracy, according fo the beſt Divines of all Churches, thar 
ever I read: inlomuch that I wonder at this Gentleman, who 
profeſſeth himtelf of the Communion of the Church of England. 
According to this Doctrine it is a poor, weak thing to be a Mar- 
tyr, or to ſuffer for Loyalty to our King or Country. Whereas 
it hath in all Ages, not only among Chriſtians , bur alſo amon 
Heathens, by the light of Nature.been accounted a moſt Heroic 
Virtue to lay down our Lives for theſe. If this Gent. had been 
alive, and of years to adviſe, no Subject ſhould have ſuffered 
with King Charles the Firſt , if he had been their Counſel. I am 
ſo angry, that if I knew Thieves deſigned to rob this Gent. Houſe, 
I would not counſel one Neighbour to affiſt againſt theſe Rogues, 
but would commit it to God to determine as he thought fit, as his 
Cant is, P. 3. which vergeth very near to Blaſphemy. And this 
very Paraſe makes me think that this honeſt Gent. hath been mil- 
led by ſome Fanatick Book. I cannot think that he ran into this 
Error wittingly , and willingly , and deliberately : he is a good 
Chriitian ſurely : becauſe, P. }. he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that de- 
{piſe all revealed Religion, and that ſort of Men who have their All 
in this world, and pretend to nothing in the next » (and therefore I 
mult in Charity believe he hath the Hope of a Chriſtian) but I 
cannot but explode his Doctrine. O prt'd Divinity ! Phy upon 
this groſs Machiavelian and Hobbean Policy ! 

But to be ſerious, ſeeing this Gent. hath adviſed us, I will return 
kindneſs for kindneſs, and for once be ſo free with him as to ad- 
viſe him. | 

Good Sir, In the fear of God review that part of your Diſcourſe 
which concerns God's Providence, and the Government of King- 
doms and States : and learn to diſtinguiſh berween good and bad, 
perhaps your ſecond thoughts may be wiſer. Conſult with ſome 
learned and conſcientious Divine, and ſee if hewill tell you, that 
in the Primitive times their Loyalty was one of their leſſer Vir- 
tues, upon which they never valued themſelves as you lay, P. 3. 
You diſcourſe in ſo looſe and extravagant a manner , thar I muſt 
beg leave to enter my Diflent , and Proteſt againſt this Doſe of 
Opium. And I never read {ſo much Poiſon adminiſtred with a 
£o0d deſign before in my life. And if any applaud you for this 
Diſcourſe, I will pray with our Church in che Litany , kay 

| ave 
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have mercy upon us , Chriſt have mercy upon us , Lord have mercy pox 
w; for ſurely we are not in our ſenſes. God fave King Wilkan 
and Qicen Mary from ſuch Defenders of their Right and Title, 
If you will not be adinoniſhed to revoke this, in my Opinion you 
deſerve (to ſpeak plain Engliſh: for by God's Providence, and 
King William's Protection, we Prieſts of the Church of England 
breathe ina free Air. I with all of us could ſee our own happi- 
neſs: I hope in time mens Prejudices will be removed : and chrough 
the Clemency of His moſt Gracicus Majeſty chearfully perform 
their Duty, I ſay , you deſerve ) not only to be Excommunica- 
ted the Church of Exgland, bur alſo the whole Church of God , 

tor this wicked Error. | 
ut I hope our Engliſh Blood is ſtill Noble, and will count it 
their Honour, and the Glory of their Religion, to die for their 
King and Country , when occaſion is, and God ſhall call them 
thereunto. And this is true Church of Eng/and Loyalty, and 
approved by all the Churches of God. But at the rate that you 
talk, if Corah, Dathan, and Abiram had had ſucceſs, it had been 
Gog's Providence , and Approbation, and fo farewel Moſes. If 
Abſalom had been proſperous , and in Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
right or wrong,ſee to thy houſe, David. What need we commend the 
Fidelity of /rrai,(that loyal Heart ; that noble and conſtant Spirit) 
when he ſaith, As the Lord liveth, and as my Lord the King liveth , 
ſerrely in what place my, Lord the King ſhall be, whether in death or life, 
even there alſo will thy Servant br,3 SatN. 15. 21. And they that fur- 
nithed David with Proviftons, eſpecially Barzillas the Gileaditez 
(according to this Genr. Doctrine,ard indeed his whole Diſcourſe 
of this Matter 15 meer Enthufiafin , as it God did all things with- 
out means) right have been witer and ſaved Charges, and com- 
mitted the thing to God to determine as he thought fic. Bur TI 
am weary of laſhing this Doctrine, (with which none bur poor, 
weak, crazy Heads can be deceived, or vile, leud, and Atheilti- 
cal men ) becauſe it teacheth ſuch Nonſentical , Diſloyal, Un- 
chriſtian, and Unnatural Behaviour towards our King and Coun- 
try. Voluptuous and Effteminate Epicures indeed by this Doctrine 
may ſleep in a whole skin , as we ſay : bur if they do not betray, 
they will do no ſervice to the Throne and Kingdom in time of 
Dithculty. And as much as I think the late King was to blame, 
I cannot bur pity him , if all his Aditerents were of this 1 
| LTH 1 


—_— — — —— 


———_ 


18 Tre Williamites aramſt the Jacobites. 


Mind. But let God be true : and every Man a Liar. Is there no 
diſtinction to be made berween Lawtful Kings, and Uſurgers, or 
Tyrantsin Title > And again, between Lawful Kings having Ay- 
thority, and ruling according to Law, and Princes, that bave Ay- 
thoricy, but are 1yrants in Exerciſe, and would ſubvert the An- 
cient Government, and rule Arbitrarily. Again, he doth not di- 
{tinguiſh berween God's extraordinary and immediate, and his 
ordinary and mediate Providence ; between what he doth by his 
Almighty Power immediately, and what he doth mediately, by 
Men as Inſtruments : and theſe Inſtruments are Good ," or Bad, 
And here ſhould be con{tdered in what manner he works by good 
Inſtruments, and in what manner by bad. And tho' this Subject 
is difhcult, yet ſurely the Primicive De&ors and Fathers of the 
Church made diſtinction. I have ever thought that all Governmenr 
in Church and State ſtands moſt firm upon its own Foundation. 
Let us have true Divinity, and true Policy once more in England 
for God's fake. 

Fourthly, I muſt confider what he faith to the Wiliamirtes. And 
here what he ſaith, P. 35. 1s true, We are /atisfied and highly pleaſed 
with the preſent ſtate of Affairs. But I obſerve here, that he fails 
in the utual Complement and Addreſs of a Gent. He might (if 
he had chought of it) have honey'd the bow with us, as we fay in 
our Country : and at his firſt Apgrels given us thanks for aſſiſting 
in our ſeveral Callings and Places, to preſerve cur Religion, and 
tE:2t Church, (of which, this Gent. faich he is a Member) and 
our Laws, Liberties, and Properties. But oh! this Paſſive Obe- 
dierice, I havea mind to Hay once more, that I would have ir 
rooted out of the world, becaule this ingenious Gent. (and, veri- 
ly iniry heart TI believe, a good Chriſtian) hath forgotten the 
common courtetie of the Nation, and falls foul upon us with ſome 
moroſity. He ſaith, YYe have appeared very pertly againſt the Do- 
trine of Non-refiſtance and Paſſrve Ovedzence. Very pretty ! This 
Genr. in Conſcience could neither reiiſt, nor 2060 : and there- 
fre tho) he is glad of the Deliverance, yet he cannot thank 
the Deliverers. Well, but at leaſt he might be filent,and not ſpeak 


thi 

evil of thoſe who with a good Conſcience could, and thorough 
Cod's blefling did deliver him from that Bondage under which he 
_6ancd, It L vercin the mire, and the greateſt Villain upon Earth 
{nec Ng CUT, fo far I would be thankful rg him, and OWI> | 
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his kindneſs, as not to expoſe him, when I am not bound in 
Conſcience. But this Gent. deſign is to put an End ?0 this unſeaſo- 
nable Controverfie, p. 2. Very well : Why then does he affert and 
defend Paſſive Obedience, as the Glory of the Church of England, 
and the Bulwark of: all Religious Kings and States , againſt rhe 
rage of mutinous and rebellious Spirits, who pretend to fight for 
God's Truth, againſt the Laws and Governments of their Coun- 
tries? P. 36. This foolith and ſottiſh Charge would move a ſtone, 
as we ſay. Surely he had a mind to provoke us, and quicken this 
Controverſie, almoſt buried in the Grave of Silence. 

I could here fairly illuſtrate, and make it probable, that Paſſive 
Obedience hath been (I will not ſay the Cauſe, but) the Occation 
of the Ruin of tio Kings, and ofa Civil War, and of the Church 
of England once, and almoſt the ſecond time : { for what reaſona- 
ble man, indued with fleſh and blood , can indure this Church 
Tyranny, that in any caſe whatſoever we muſt not reſiſt 2) Would 
to God this Gent. would have been quiet. Does he think that 
we will be beat out of our Senſes once more, and that ſo ſoon 
after our eyes have been opened ? I will rebuke him in the words 
of Fob, cap. 27. verſes 5,6, 7, 8. God forbid that T ſhould juſtifie 
you : till I die , 1 will not remove my Integrity from me. My righte- 
onfncſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go : My heart ſhall not reproach 
me ſo leng as I live. Let my Enemies be as the wicked, and he that 
riſeth up againſt me as the unrighteous. For what is' the hope of the 
Hypocrite, tho” he hath gained, when God taketh away his Soul ? ] will 
{tand by it, there is no other way in Conſcience to juſtiftie our cauſe, 
bur by aflerting defenſive Arms in ſome Caſe. 

Bur ſays this Gent. ///'e had no difloyal Exhortations from the 
Preſs or Pulpit to perſwade men to ſight againſt their Prince : nor had 
we any to perſwade us to fight for Him : but the thing was committed to 
God to determine as he thought fir, P, 3, © 

God a mercy Prejudice. I Suppoſe our Reverend Fathers, and 
Brethren can give an Account to the world of their own Beha- 
Viour , without afterting God's Providence in this Gent. wild 
notion. But for oace I will write a Latin Sentence, 7rd ſibi wc 
lum cacat. © Every man muſt Anſiver for himſelf. Ile blame no 
man that does not blame me. But foime Writings from the Preis 
we had, and from the hand of a Perſon, who is now dignified in 
the Church , if we are not all nyſtaken, And he is highty ax 
: Prove: 
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proved of by His prefenr Majeſty, and all the Clergy that 
are without Prejudice, and honour real worth, ſpeak honoura- 
bly of him. | | 

As for our.gGracious King, the whole ſeries of his Proceedings 
ſince He Landed on Engliſh Ground, theiws his moſt Excellent 
Virtues, Juſiice, Mercy, Clemency, Fortitude, and Magnanimity. 
And I am conhtident He can ſay, what the Emperor Trajan ſaid 
ro 2 Tribune, when he ſer him over the Pretoria Band, deliver- 


1g the Sword, Tſe this for me, when I Command juſt things; and 


againſt me, when I Command unjuſt things. And now (with due 
Submiflion to my Governours in Church and State) I come to the 
main Matter of Controverlie. 

Firſt, I affert , That Defenſive Arms are in ſome caſe Lawfut, 
and conſequentiy that the Dofrine of Paſſive Obedience and Nor- 
reſi ance 1s falte. This I have proved 1n a Sermon on I Sam. 
22. 12. 

Secondly, That this DoRrine of Defenfive Arms in ſome cale 
was never cenſured by the Church of England, till Innovation be- 
gan to creepinto the Church, and Aroitrary Power into the State. 
The Church of England hath always been ſo wile and moderate, 
as to allow difference of Judginent in theſe Speculative Matters. 
No man can Freach Obedience to Governours, who are God's Mz- 
nifters, God's Vicecerents, and called Gods , too Zealoutly. Bur to 
ſay, that if we are never {0 innocent, nor never ſo much oppreſ- 
ſed, we may not defend our teives, 15 worie than to make us 
Gally-fIaves and Afles of Burden. 

Thirdly, I never read any (Church in the Chriſtian World, 
which did not juſtifie defentive Arms in ſome caſe z and tho' I 
; ever read that any man called Paſive Ovediunce an Antichriſtian 
1:otrine ; yer, I ſay, itis an Unnacurai Doctrine. I nave read 
thac the ever renowned Luther, the Author of the Reformation, 
{nd the firit Defender of the Froteſtart Tauſe againit the Tyranny 
and Innovation of the Papiſts, was called (7 «bz Rebellionss) the 
Trumpeter of Rebe'!lion. And I remember nor long tince, that 
civers Poyilt, Officers in the Army Drank ſuch a kind of Health 
:S this, Confuſion ro the Cornet and his 77.4npeters. . Þut God hatli 
bated their Pride, affivaged their Yiaiice. and confounded their 
Devices. And He , who was ihe firtt Conteflor { as ] may 
lay) of our Charch, I mean, the Kight Reverend Father in Goo, 

ths 
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the Lord Biſhop of London, by his Conſtancy in the true Religions 
now {ſhines like a Star of the firſt Magnitude in the Firmament o 

our Church. We know thae Elijah was called the Troubler of 
Iſrael, St. Paul was called 2 mover of Sedition. And the beſt men, 
and moſt zealous for Ged's Truth , in their ſeveral Ages have 
been revi'ed by Infolent, Imperious, and Devilith Spirits. But 
what hath the Righteous doue? We have helped ro fave the Na- 
tion. We have been Inſtruments under God to ſet a Proteſtant 
King and Queen over us, who are ſo humble in their Greatneſs, 
that they are greater in Goodneſs, than in Place z ro whom we 
are obliged, not only in Duty , bur in Gratitude , for accepting 
the Rule over us. (For His Sacred Majeſty hath the trouble , but 
we have nothing but eaſe and quiet z we fitunder our own Vines, 
that is, enjoy all chat is ours with great S=curity. ) We have a 

Nurſing Father and a Nurſing Mother to our Church. Is there, 
or can there be a Murmurer in our 1/-ae/ ? O foolith People and 
unwiſe ! O miſerable Mortals that are never contented ! Whar 
can we with 2 what can God do more for us ? Thoſe Proteſtants, 
that are not pleaſed with the Government, muſt go co Heaven, 
for they will never be pleaſed on Earth, if they are not 
now. 

Burt after this rapture, let us return to our Honeſt Gentleman. 

He ſays, P. 35- The Dotrine of Non-reſiſtance harh been often pro- 

ved the geriuine Doftrine of the beſt Ages of the Church , and that ſo 

fully and clearly , that they who would not yield to the force of the 

Proof, have not been able to deny the truth of it, but havebeen forced 

to Pretend it was only Temporary, and doth not oblige all Ages : which 

s hardly ſence. 

Axſw. If any of our fide ſay, that it was only Temporary, let 
them juſtifie it, I cannot undertake their defence z bur I could 
never meet with any of thoſe that fay ſo. I confeſs I have read 
this Objection before now. And ſome Popith Author faith, that 
it was Occaſional, which in this caſe is equivalent to Temporary - 
but I believe what the Scripture ſaith in this caſe obligeth all 
Ages. But then I deny, That he Do#rine of Non-reſiſtance hath 
been often proved the Genuine Potirine of the beſt Ages of the Church, 
This Gentleman knows, That the OTT Teft amen: was given by In- 
ſpiration of God, as well as the New, And he knows (I ſuppoſe) 
that the Jews were under the _ Covenant for Subſtance that 

we 
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we Chriſtians are, tho' not under the ſame Adminiſtration there- 
of. They (ſays Nazianzen) were Chriſtians in Work, or Deed, tho 
not in Name. Now weknow that the Primitive Charch of Chriſt 
was under Heathen Emperours, and that the Civil Srate was never 
Chriſtian, But the Precepts. Rules, and Examples of Governours in 
Sand, Kings, and Chronicles, are Patterns for us in like caſe. 
And here, we ſay, David's Example is plain and undeniable. And 
this Gent. produces no Scripture but Romans the 13th, which I 
have already conlidered, and (if occaſion be offered) have much 
more to lay. 

Object. The Church is now in other Circumſtances than ſhe was 
ther; which is not true neither. 

£t, T amfureit is true of the Church of England. We do 
not 1i7c vncer Heathen Emperours , neither are there any Laws 
222:1:{t us, but all are for us. Our Religion is Eſtabliſhed, and is 
part of our Property as it were, which no ian can invade, as I 
have ſaid before, and need not repeat. It is confeſs'd that Chri- 
ſtians under the Turk mult ſubmit to Death, or Fly, becauſe the 
Laws of the Country are againſt them : and Chriſt came -. t to 
alter Political Government. But what is this to us , where Gover- 
ours and Governed are all Chriſtians, and make one Political as well 
as Eccleſiaſtical Body ? And what David did, being cauſceleſly and 
illegally wronged by Sal, we may do in like caſe. 

He hath ſome more Rhetorications, and Ampiifications ; but there 


1s nothing »ew, and all is already anſwered : only I muſt rake no- 
tice of one thing that he faith, 7?. laſt. 7 is certain the greate#t 


part of the Nation did not Reſift, but refuſed to Aſſiſt, This Notion 
he hugs dearly : but I think I have ſhewed the weakneſs of it, in 
all that juſtifie Paſſive Obedience, As for others, I blame them nor. 
There are degrees of Knowledge, and degrees of Yirtue, and de- 
grees of Zeal. Some have Heroick Zeal, which is not indiſpenſa- 
bly required of all. And God knows what Circumſtances many 
were in, who wiiked well to the Cauſe. And no Divine thinks 
chat the Proteſtants in the Weſt of 1reland are at this day bound 
ro Pub!'t their Thoughts with the hazard of their Lives. But be 
it 35 it will, I dare Poll with this Gentleman. - ] am ſure about 
us i.2re were five to one, to fpeak within compals : Nay, ſcarce 
a man thit was not Zealous for the Prince of Orange , but was 
branded , and perhaps miſrepreſented. Burt I confels Number, 
great 
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great or ſmall , makes not a Cauſe Good or Evil; yet in our 
Caſe it ſhews, that moſt of che- Lay-Members of the Church of 
England, did not believe the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedierce, and 
Non-reſiſtance. But God forbid that I ſhould juſtifie ſome of the 
things that were done in the Heat of the late Revolrrion, as this 
Gent. ſpeaks, P. 36. Some were guilty of Irregularities , which ac- 
cording to the ſtrift Rules of the Goſpel cannot be jaſtified. And O 
that God would give all that were Afive in this Cauſe his Grace, 
that they may betrue Chriſtians as well as true Proteſt arts, and th ir 
Souls Eternally happy. IT hope that God will accept of what 
was well done, and Pardon our Infirmities, thorough the Son 
of his Love. | | 

Let us now come to the hardeſt Task, and moſt unpleaſing Sub- 
jet, The Power of Depoſing Kings, and diſpoſing of their Kingdoms, 
There are Learned, Pious and Judicious Proteſtant Divines char 
are of this Opinion 3 whoſe Arguments I imagine this Gentleman 
would be puzzled to Anſwer. Our Convention (if I miſtake not) 
did declare that the late King Abdicated the Kingdom, broke his 
Original Contra, and vacated che Throne ; and what is this bur 
that he depoſed himſelf > Almoſt all , Nobility , Clergy, and 
Commons were for a Regency without Scruple, and what is that 
but a milder word for Depoſing? This was a Fig-leaf to hide the 
Nakedneſs of thoſe who raſhly had aſlerted the Divine Right of 
Monarchy , and Paſſive Obedience , and Non-reſiſtance in any Caſe. 
Buc I ſuppoſe the late King would not thank theſe Gentlemen 
for purting him into the ſtate of a natural Fool, a Madman , or 
a {mere - I confeſs thoſe Noble Perſons, and Wile Lords, 
and Great Councellors of State, who did never believe Divine 
Right, Antecedent to Agreement, in Prudence migit Vote for 
a Regency : Becauſe all Alteration in Government, (much more 
ſo great an Alteration) is troubleſom, as thaking the very Foun- 
dations of the Building. And all wife Men and Politicians ne- 
ver change but in extreme Neceflity , taking So/omor's Advice, 
Meddie not. with them that are given to Change. But yet if a Na- 
tion-be forced to takeup Defenſive Arms, they muſt be Secured 


| before they lay them down ; and if the King be ſo Pertidious, 


as this Gent. repreſents him , even at- this time to the 1riſh Prote- 

ftants, p. 23. it would have been (as he ſays in the ſame place ) 

Incorrigible folly to have truſted him and conſequently in this 
D 2 Caſe, 
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Caſe, it is my Opinion and Conſcience, that he was juſtly Dep9- 
ſed. See Diſcourſe on Dan. 5. 20, And this Gentleman if he is 
conſiſtent with himſelf about his Notions of God's Providence, 
muſt needs ſay, that it is not only God's Permiſſion, but Approba- 
rtiow : tho? P. 35. he rails at it, as from tne Devil. Bur I leave 
him to reconcile his own Sentences, for to me they ſeem a con- 
tradiction. I beg His Sacred Majeſties Pardon upon. my knees, 
and I am ſorry if I have Scandalized the great Ccuncellors of 
State in revealing this Myſtery : But I am a Preacher of God's 

Word, and | bejjeve in my Conſcience our preſent Cauſe can be 
- Juſtified nv other way. And ſeeing all was at ſtake, as this Gent. 
confefles, our Felrgion, our Laws, Libertz , Property, Wives, Chil- 
dren, and Foſterity , and whatioever is done is God's Providence; 
methinks this Gent. might pronounce us /nocent , and not Dann 
45. But how ever if he will Damn us, we poſhbly may eſcape his 
hands : for he isnot God, but a poor, weak man. AndI could 
afford to give him another piece of my advice, but I will ler it 
alone for this-rime. Let me add, The Church of England, be- 
ing truly Loyal, could not dream of ſuch an extraordinary - Caſe. 
But bleſſed be God, ſome were wi'e as Serpents, tho' harmleſs as 
' Doves : Let me ule the words of St. Paul, Rom. 9. 1. / ſpeak the 
truth in Chriſt, I lye not : my Conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; Thoſe Noble Parriors of the Prote3#ant Religion, and 
Liberties of their Country, into whoſe Hearts God pur it to- invite 
the Prince of Orange over , deſerve this Motto. And tho' we 
Canonize no Saints, nor give Divine Worſhip to any bat cod, 
yet I with their Names were known, that the Nation mizht Ere&t 
a Monument for them , with this Inſcription , Hitherro hath the 
Lord heiped us, and theſe are the Names of thoſe Great Souls, who run 
the hazzard of being accurſed by the PapiSts for us their Proteftant 
Brethren. O moſt Sage Politicians, and moſt Heroick Chritians ! 
tho' this Gentleman's Doctrine calls them Traitors and Rebels. 
O brutith and ungrateful Prejudice ! what can any free Mind think 
of theſe Effects of Paſſive Obedience ? Had it been an uncircumci- 
ſed Philiſtin, a ſubtile Jeſuit, who had thus defyed the Armies of 
ehe Living God , and called them Rebe/s, it had been no wonder : 
But for a Gent. a Subje& to King Wiliam and Queen Mary, a Pro- 
teſtant thus codip his Pen in Gall, and ſadden the hearts: of thoſe 
whoſhould fight the Lord's Battel in Ireland, by calling them Re- 
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bels, isa-Riddle- that T: cannot unfold. | IT. dare fay that the moſt 
Reverend Father in God the Arch-Biſhop, and che other Right 
Reverend Biſhops, who cannot: ſatisfie their own Scruples, (which 
is their Calamity, and our Grief, tho” there is all the reaſon in the 
world, that all ſhould ſwear Allegiance to Their preſent Majeſties, 
and they cannot be helped) do not cenſure us as Rebels. who ac- 
cording to our Conſciences have affiſted the Prince of Orange in 
this Revolution. When I refle&t on this, I am tempted to lay aſide 
my former good opinion of this Gentleman, and muſt ſay what 
Michael the Arch- Angel ſaid, when he contended with the Devil 
about the Body of Moſes , The Lord rebuke thee, God give him re- 
peritance and a better mind ; for he ſeems like wicked Doeg and his 
Confederates, that Enemy of David, and falſe accuſer of bis Brethren, 
of whom the Prophet ſaith, P/al. 140. 3. They have ſharpened their 
tongues tike a Serpent : Adders Poiſon ts under their lips, 

I have Szudied theſe Controverſies about Government in 
Church and State for ſome Years : but more exa&tly upon the - 
riſing of the Diſputes about the Bill of Excluſion, I have always 
been Inquiſitive, and have ſtriven to give a Reaſon of my Faith, 
and to ſearch to the Bottom, that my Principles might be un- 
moveable, and unblameable with Wife and Good men. And 
what I have written by way of Aflertion,.(to uſe Dr. Fern's words, : 
Concluſion, or General Rule,. is bura Sacrificing to Truth from 
2 Conſcience not ſimply devoted to man. And -I have always 
eſteemed it the greateſt Preferment to have Liberty to ſpeak 
Truth. I was not for the Bill of Excluſjon , becauſe neceſſity of 
Change was not palpable to me 3; bur I was againſt it, asan Act of 
Imprudence, not an Act of Injuſtice, (as I then ſaid) if King, Lords - 
and Commons ſhould think fit. But as for Monmonth's Rebellion, . 
I abhor it at this day ; becauſe the.Jate King had Promiſed upon 
the word of a King, that he would Protect us, and Rule accord- 
ding ro Law, and he might have made himſelf and us happy, 
notwithſtanding his Religion, and I do not:remember ; that he - 
had commanded any thing againſt Law at that time.. And have-- 
-been taught; and teach others, that Subje&s muſt not be Jealous 
of their Prince,. and that Defenſive Arms are Lawful only in Ex- 
treme Neceffity. And I verily believe that the late King deligned : 
not at the firſt, what he Aced afterwards. His Boſom Friend, 
his Prieſts, and his Jeſuirs (like a pack: of half-witted ny | 
and - 
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and Fools) ſtirred him: up to his own , and the Deſtruction of 
them all. if] 


Thus I have { diſcreetly, or indiſcreetly , rationally or not , 1 


"muſt leave the indifferent Reader to judge, bur I am ſure with 
greateſt Satisfation of my cwn Conſcience ) laid open my 
heart to my Countrymen. And I am ready to Anſwer this 
= = or-any of my Brethren, in theſe Problems fol- 
lowing. | 

Firſt, That the Church of Rome is an Idolatrous Church. 

Secondly, In ſome Caſe Defenſive Arms are Lawtul. 

Thirdly, In. ſome Caſe it is Lawtul to Abdicate a King. 

Fourthly ,,'King Wiliam and Queen Mary, by the free conſent 
and Electien of the People (in Convention) have as good a Title 
as ever any had. 

Fifthly, Neither onarchy, nor Fpiſcop:cy, nor Presbytery, nor 
any one Form of Government in Church vr State , is of Divine 
Right Antececent to Law and Agreement. - 

Sixthly, That if the Biſhops and #7resbyrerians could Unite in 
one National Church and Worſhip by a Comprehenlion , it would 
be a bleſſed Agreement. 

Seventhly , That Liberry of Conſcience for all Diſſenting Pres 
teftants, of what Se& ſoever-, with ſome Limitations and Re- 
ſirictions as to Government z yea, Papiits themielves in ſome 
Degree not Excepred,.'is-a (piece of Prudence and harmleſs Po- 
4 at leaſt , if not of Chriitianity , which commands univerſal 
Charity. 

Laſtly, I think that I can ſhew that theſe Problems are not con- 
trary. to the Practice of this Church and State ;in the Beginning. of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, whoſe Memory is for . ever bleſſed 
among Proteſtants. And if I could have the: Licenſe of the 
Preſs, I doubt not to make theſe things probable, notwith- 
ſanding the Preſent Prejudices of many. 

T have read that-there was no- Perſecution for Religion inthe 
'Beginning of Queen Elizaberb's Reign,: and if I were:worthy to 
adviſe, there ſhould be no Perſecution for Religion in the be- 
ginning, nor in the whole Reign of King Wiliam and Queen Mary, 


that Glory may be to God on High (as the Angels Song is) on 
Earth Peace, good will towards Men 3 that Man may be at Peace 


with Man, and all Men may be reconciled. to God. I hate Bags” 
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tiſm for an Opinion , tho” I think every Man is bound in Con- 
ſcience to lay down his life for his King and Country (when God 
(hall call him thereunto) and earneſtly contend for the Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, againſt the-Abominations of the 
Roman Synagogue. As for Proteſtants, they agree in the ain : 


' and tho' I approve 'of the Saying of a Learned Presbyrer , if Opi- 
|  nions make Saints, or Saints make Opinions,.we thall quickly have 


more Opinions than Saints 3 yet St. Faul ſays, They that are ſtrorg 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe themſelves, 
Rom. 15. 1. And I like Gamalie!'s Councel, as moſt ſeaſonable for 
our times, for this reaſon among others, becaule it is a good na- 


tured thing, 2nd all mens Minds are {fo tall of Prejudice,that what 


one-calls Saint , another calls Devil. . Wherefore refrain from 
theſe-men, and tet them aloxe : for if this Counſel, or this Work be of men, 
it will come to nought. Fut if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, 
le haply ye be found even to fight againſt God, Acts 5. 38, 39. 
] believe in my Conicience, that the Church of Eng/and in her Li- 
rurgy and Ceremonies, as by Law eſtablithed, is tairly defenfible 
2g2inſt all Antagoniſts : But the Church her Self never thought 


' them equal to God's Word, or unalterable in ſome Exigents, as 


the-Right Reverend the Biſhops and Great Men of our Church have 
with no leſs Prudence than Piery acknowledged in all times, and 
more eſpecially in their late Petition to King Fames, wherein they 
ſay, that they want not due tenderneſs towards Diffenters,and that they 
ſrall willingly come to ſuch a Temper as ſhall be thanght fit when Matters 
come to be ſettled in Parliament and Convocation. And this isall that 
ever I deſigned, for the great End. of Peace and Union among Pro- 
reſtants. And now 1 have Cauſe: to be angry with this Gent. for 
he hath heated me, and (er me on fire, and that'in Hell roo. Bur if 
he will Damn the Prieſts and, Jeſaits, he may for me; for they de- 
ſerve the Curſes of the Nation, but if ever he Damns us again, I. 
think what I'll do, and I need not care if I rell him, tho? I am a. 
Reprobate, and the worſt of Reprobates, a Rebe], I will do what 
I can to fave his Sou], by reducing him tp a more Charitable Opi- 
nion of the Friends of his King and Country, and that he ſhall never. © 
produce Rowe. 13. againſt us more , tho' perhaps I may ithame him 
in this world. The Righteous is as bold as a Lion, ſays Solomon, 
Prov. 28, i. What Eviihave we done ? Nay, what Good for this 
Cauſe have we not done? Was ever any Man before Damned for 


helping: 
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helping to Save his Country ? What does this Gent. mean ? I tell 

him again, we have Cauſe to be Angry. But I have read excel- 
lent advice of St. Paul, Eph, 4. 28. Be ye angry and Sin not + let not 
the Sun go down upon your wrath. Neither give place tothe Devil, v. 27. 
And therefore before I bid him, God be wich you, Sir, this Gent. 
-and I will-thake hands, and be Friends : for we are reſolved that 
Gf wecan hinder it) the late King ſhall never return to England 
again, Hear what he ſays to the Facobires, p. 24. If they admit 
-all the dreadful Conſequences that attend this relapſe, and yield 
-up both Church and Nation to certain and inevitable ruin, only 
that they may not be Damned for ah nj and Diſobedience to 
a King, that has left them when he might have ſtayed , and now 
offereth to return and do whac he then refuſed ; Whar ſhall we alſo 
Conſent and Sacrifice our ſelves and our Poſterity to the humour or 
ſeruples of theſe men ? Shall we ſuffer the Engliſh Church, Liberties, 
and the very People of England to be deſtroyed to gratifie two or three 
hundred Ferſons? And it is a remarkable Speech, if it be true, 
which, he faith, he hath been told from good hands, that one of 
our Biſhops, (Biſhop Ken) ſaid, Tho' he could not fatisfie his own 
Scruples, yet he thought the Engliſh Nation fools, if ever they 
ſuffered King Fames to return. And Pag. 33. be faith, Ir i' now 
the ſame Sin to reſiſt them, (that is, King Witiam and Queen Mary) 
it was formerly to reſiſt Him ( that is, King Fames.) And we 
will Joyn our hearts in Prayer, Cloarh all their Majeſties Enemies 
with ſhame, O Lord: but upon themſelves (and their Poſterity) may 
the Crown flouriſh (for ever) Pl. 132. 18. Long live King William 
and Queen Mary, { Delicie bumani Generis ) the Darlings of Eng- 
land, and the Fayourites of Heaven, and may they late enter into 
Celeſtial Joys. Amen. | 
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x Sam. 23. 12. 


Then ſaid David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and 
' my men into the hands of Saul ? And the Lord ſail, They 


will deliver thee up, 
g King. And in the beginning of his Reign, being the firſt 
King of 1/-ael, he was very proſperous againſt the Ammo- 
zites, and other Enemies of God's People: and all the Men of 
Iſrael rejoyced greatly. But Saul did not Jong continue in this hap- 
py Condition. He rebelled againſt God, to whom Kings ought 
to be ſubject,and did not hearken to his Commands. Whereupon 
God rejected him , and determined to tranſlate the Kingdom to 
David, The Spirit of the Lord departed from Sa#!, and an evil 
Spirit from the Lord troubled him. Which melancholick Di-. 
ſemper occaſioned him to ſeek out a Skilful Muſician to divert 
his perplexed Mind. And one of his Servants mentioned David 
as an excellent Artiſt , and a mighty valiant Man, and a Man of 
War, and Prudent in Matters, and a comely Perſon , and one 
much in God's favour. 
This wrought upon the King, and he ſent for him: and was 


Anl was appointed by God, anointed by the Prophet $4- 
muecl, and choſen by the Children of 1/-ae/ to be their 


| well pleaſed, and much refreſhed with David's Mufick. David 


had not been long at Court, but by his Prudent Behaviour, Inte- 


; Crity, and great Valour he became very renowned. Sau! made 


him General, and he was accepted in the ſight of all the People, 
and alſo in the (ſight of Saul's Servants. And after David's Victory 
over the Philiſtins, they, Playing on Inſtruments, highly exalted 
David in their _ of Triumph. This filled Sax/s heart with 
at day forward he eyed David. The King 

greatly jealous of him, would have killed him with a Javelin: 
and was very angry with his Son J_ for holding Correſpon- 
dence, 
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dence, and making a Leagne of Amity with him. When David 
underſtood the King's wrath, he fled. But S-u/s envy and malice 
- increaſed, and he perſecuted him from place to place David 
ſil! proteſted his Innocence and Loyalty : and not only barely 
proteſted, but ſufficiently manifeſted it by ſaving the King's life, 
when it was in his power to kill him. In this his Diſtreſs, David, 
being a Man of Valour, gathered together about Four hundred 
Men, and became Captain over them. And did good Service to 
his People againſt the Enemies of the Lord. Particularly, in this 
Chapter, he ſaved the Inhabitants of #eilah from the Philiſtins. 
When S.::1 heard that David was at Keilah, he reſolved to Be- 
fege him. David, being informed of this, inquired of God, 
whether King Saul would certainly come down with his Army: 
and whether the men of Xeilah would deliver him up into Sar!'s 
hands. The Lord anſivered him, 2nd ſaid, Saul will come down, 
and that the men of Kei/a4 1yvould deliver him up. AY 

The words are a Queſtion propoſed by David toGod. And-from 
this place ſome, both Divines, and Stateſmen, have been of Opi- 
nion, That it is very lawful for Subjects to defend themſelves by 
force of Arms againſt the oppreſſion and violence of their Kings. 
Which matter, being very great and weighty, (and of preſent pra- 
ice) is worthy of moſt ſerious Conſideration. 

This may well occaſion two Queſtions. 

Firſt, Whether it may be deduced from this Text , that it is 
lawful for Subjects to defend themſelves by force of Arms againſt 
the Oppreſlion and Violence of their Kings. 

Secondly, Whether it may be deduced from any other grounds. 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider whether it may be deduced from this 
Text. They, who are for the Affirmative, ſay, That it is very 
clear that David did intend to defend himfelt againſt King Sau! 
by force of Arms. And to this purpoſe deſired to know of the 
Lord, whether the Keilires would prove treacherous to him, or 
would ſtand by him , and fight to defend him. They fay, that 
David would not have fled, if he had not underſtood their deſign 
to deliver him up into the finds of Saul. Now it cannot be denied, 
that David was the Servant of God, a very good and religious 
man, and therefore if this had been Rebellion, and Rebellion ſo 
hainous a Crime, David would not have intended , that which 

they ſay he did intend, to defend himſelf by fortifying the place; 


yea, 
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yea, and giving Sax! Battel. Again, it cannot be denied, that 
David was Saul's Subje& 3 that he was injuriouſly treated, op- 
prefſed, and perſecuted by Saul. And upon the whole matter they 
conclude, That this example or inſtance of David will juſtifte 
Defenſive Arms in caſe of Opprefſion of Governonrs. And I 
muſt confeſs that I cannot anſwer the Arguments, if what they, 
who maintain this Opinion, ſay, be true, to wit, That David did 
intend to oppoſe. Sal by force of Arms. 

I am of Opinion, and fully convinced, that David intended to 
defend himſelf againſt his King in Keilah, if he could have been 
ſure that they would have helped him. Becauſe he might have 
fled before the Inquiry , ſeeing David knew that Saul ſecretly 
practiſed miſchief againſt him, v. 9, Whether David (faith no 
mean Divine) would have defended Keilah againſt Saul , I leave 
to the Conſcience of the Reader , conſidering that this only is. 
made the reaſon of his removing from Xeil/ah, becauſe the men 
of Keilah would not be faithful ro him. For he did not inquire 
of the Lord whether it were lawful for him to abide in Kei- 
lah : but having inquired whether Sau! would come down againſt 
him , and whether the Xei/zres would deliver him up into Saul's 
hands, he removed from KXe#/ah, becauſe the Lord anſwered him, 
that they would deliver him up : not becauſe it was unlawful for 
him to keep the City, but becauſe the City would be falſe to him. 
And the end, why hedefired to know whether the Keilires would 
deal falſely with him, or no, was, that he might by his more early 
flight prevent their deſign of delivering him up into the hands 
of Saul, Itis certain by the event, that as ſoon as their ungrate- 
ful treachery was diſcovered to David, he forthwith aroſe, de- 
parted out of Keilah, andeſcaped. And Pelacher (a very Learned 
Analyzer) faith, that this flight was commanded to David by the 
Divine Oracle, at which he inquired. - 

The Son then is plain and clear, that David would have 
defended himſelf in Keilah againſt Saul, if the Keilires would have 7. 
been true to him. | 

Which may be proved by theſe Conſiderations. 
Firſt, It is certain by Pr David had a Company, Six 
hundred men at leaſt. And why ſhould he gather ſo many men 


together, or what uſe of ſuch an Army, if not to defend him- 
{cif by force of Arms againſt the --_—_ of Saul ? This will be 
| 2 : more 
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more plain , if we refle&t. on Chap. 22. the Chapter before the 
Text. . Where we read that David departed from Achiſh King of 
Gath, and eſcaped to the Cave of Adullam: and when his Brethren, 
and all his Fathers houſe heard it, they went down thither to him. [t 
is ſuppoſed to be a Tawn in the Tribe of 7«dah, fortified by Na- 
ture and Art. He received all that came to him, and was their 
Captain. He ſecured his Father and Mother with the King of 
Aoab, to whom Saul was an Enemy at that time, 1 Sam. 14 47. 
Which had been needleſs, if there had not been an Aflociation 
to defend themſelves. The Prophet Gad , one of God's holy Pro- 
_ phets was on his ſide: and commanded him in God's Name to go 

into the Land of Fudah. Then David departed, and came into 
the Foreſt of Harech, where were many lecret places, v.5. And 
Abiathar, the Prieſt, who eſcaped Saut's cruelty, fled to David, 
and joyned with him, ». 20, &c. Which till juſtifies Self-defence 
in caſe of Oppreſſion. He had the Ephod in his band. Whether 
this were by chance, Cas ſome Expoſitors ſay) or by choice , he 
light upon the High Prieſt's Ephod , (faith Mr. Trappe.) that had 
the Urim and Thummim in it, It was ſurely a (weer Providence 
of God for the comfort of his poor Servant David. Hence God an- 
ſxered not Saul by Urim and Thummim, 1 Sam. 28.8. For it was now 
with David,not with Sal. This Ephod thus brought, ſaith one, was 
more than if many thouſand Souldiers had come to David. 
After his departure from Keil/ah, David abode in the wilderneſs 
in ſtrong holds, and remained in the Mountains in the wilderneſs 
of Ziph : and God {till preſerved him, v. 14. of this Chapter of 
our Text. Zipb belonged to the Tribe of Fudah: and: the Mioun- 
tains of this Region were craggy, and full of clefts of Rocks : and 
therefore places of good ſhelrer and defence. Yea, David's caule 
was ſo plain and good, that Jonathan, Saul's Son, would not joyn 
with his Father againſt David, but made a League with him, v.18. 
Again, v. 29, David dwelt in ſtrong holds at Engedi. He would 
not truſt Saul. For he knew the diſpoſition of Saul , his incon- 
{tant mind, and unbridled violence, eſpecially ſince an evil Spirit 
had troubled him. Again, 1 Sam. 24. 2. Saul rook, three thouſand 
choſen men out of all Iſrael, and went to ſeek David, and his men upon 
rhe rocks of the wild goats. What need Saul have three thouſand 
| men, if David did not defend himſelf? And, v. 22. David and 
his men gat them up intothe hold. He would not truſt _ 
who 
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who- had ſo often promiſed, and broke his word. And verily 
in Matters of ſo - great concernment Credulity argues great Folly. 
(Tr.) Saul was faithleſs, and David had no reaſon to believe him. 
And, 1 Chron. 12, 8. the men of might, and the men of war for- 
ſook Saul, and joyned themſelves to David. The Tribe of Gad 
was near to Moab, and in a- deſert place, through which David 
wandred, and therefore they joyned with him. And, v. 19. David 
went out to meet them, and anſwered and ſaid uno them: If ye be 
come peaceably to me to help me, my heart ſhall be knit to you : but 
if ye be come to betray me to mine Enemies , ſeeing there uw no 
wrong in my hand, the God of our Fathers look thereon, and re- 
bute ir, Did not David (tho! yet a Subje&t to Saul ) take up 
Arms, and make forcible Reſiſtance ? It is faid exprefly, v.18, 19. 
Then David received them, and made them Captains of bands, And 
there fell ſome of Manaſſeh to David , when he came with the 
Philiitins againſt Saul to Batrel, And. when ever Amaſai ut- 
tered thoſe words, v. 18. ( whether before, or after Darzid had 

the Kingdom, Ineed not diſpute) it is evident, that they argue 
the goodneſs of David's cauſe... The Spirit came upon Amaſai, 

who was chief of the Companies, and he ſaid , Thine are we, 

David, and on thy.ſide, thou Son of Jeſle : Peace, Peace be unto thee; 

and Feace be to-thy helpers : for thy God helpeth thee, Tt was a Form 
of Salutation familiar with the Fews, when they wiſhed proſpe- 

ry- and: good ſucceſs to any perſon. And the Ingeminarion 

ſhews their Zeal. And the whole demonſtrates, that for the In- 

nocent to defend themſelves, . even by force of Arms, is very: 
pleaſing toGod. Thus I have demonſtrated, that it may be de- 

duced from this Text , That it is lawful for- Subjects to defend 

themſelves by force of Arms againſt the. oppreſſion and -violence 

of their Kings. | 

I ſhall now enter upon the ſecond Queſtion, Whether it may 
be deduced from any other Grounds. 

I am for the Affirmative: of this Queſtion, It may be deduced 
from Scripture, or Reaſon , That it lawful. for Subjetts ro defend 
themſelves, &C. : 

And here it will be convenient to ſet down what is agreed up-- 
on on both ſides. : 

Firſt, That: all Governours in their ſeveral Dominions and 
Places are to be honoured according to their ſeve-al L cs | 
and.} 
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and Titles with due homage and Allegiance of all their Subjecs. 
" We mult render to Ceſar the chings that are Ceſar's:. Honour to 
v-hom Horour 1s due : Fear to whom Fear : Tribute tro whom 
Tribute. And this out of Conſcience, and for the Lord's ſake, 
who hath made them his Miniſters. 

Secondly, It is a moſt hainous Sin ; a Crime of a deep dye, by 
thought, word, or deed to derogate from the honour of our Go- 
vernours, or to indeavour to raiſe Faions and Diſcontents among 
their Subjects. He that any way deſpiſeth Dominion, or ſpeaketh 
evil of Dignities is a vile Tranſgreſlor. 

Thirdly, To reſiſt Governours, when they rule according to 
Law, is to oppoſe God's own Ordinance, And therefore Rebels 
ought to be moſt ſeverely puniſhed by Governours themſelves,and 
(hall certainly indure God's wrath, without Repentance,and receive 
Damnation. 

Fourthly, Every Subje& is bound by all good means to afliſt his 
Governours in the due Execution of Law and Juſtice : and to ha- 
zard Life it ſelf upon his Laivful Commands : and to diſcover all 
Conſpiracies, Treaſons, or Violence offered or intended to be of- 
fered to his Perſon. ' 

Fifthly, Every Chriſtian Subje&, living under the Govern- 
ment of a Prince of an idolatrous, heatheniſh, or falſe Religion, 
is not therefore looſed from the Bond of his Allegiance. Burt he 
muſt readily yield Ave Obedjence to all lawful Commands of 
his Governours, and Paſſive Obedience, ſo called, that is, He muſt 
quietly and meekly ſuffer, when the Laws of his Governours 
Command that which is againſt the Laws of his God, and his Sa- 
viour, whom he ought to fear in the firſt place. 

Sixthly, Every Governour is bound in Conſcience to defend 
and protect his Subjects in their lawful Rights and Liberties : and 
not to Command any thing that God hath forbidden. And if he 
doth oppreſs them by illegal Impoſfitions, or puniſh them for a 
good Conſcience, he is guilty before God , and muſt expect the 
vengeance of Ged, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

Seventhly, Every Oppreflion or Corruption in Government is 
not preſently ſufficient to defend our ſelves by force. But it muſt 
be ſuch Oppreſſion , as tends to the Diſſolution of the Govern- 
ment 3; to the Deſtruction of Liberty ; to the Ruin of the Sub- 
jects; orto the Change of Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed. And 3 

| this 
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this Caſe alſo Defenſive Arms are not Lawfu], till Petitions, and 
all other good means, which may prevail with our Governours,be 
uſed, and yet fail of their end. 

Thus (as I conceive) I have impartially repreſented both parts. 
And I know no man of Worth, Piety, or Learning, who will not 
eaſily aſſent to theſe Conclutians. | 

I ſhall now confirm my Opinion , that it is lawful for Subjecs 
to defend themſelves by force of Arms againſt the Opprefſion 
and Violence of their Kings. 

- Firſt, Becauſe God never gave the Magiſtrate Power or Autho- 
rity to tyranize and opprels. 

Secondly, Becauſe Governours are appointed for the good of 


the DON 
Thirdly, Becauſe this is a violation of the Law of Nature. 
Firſt, Becauſe God never gave the Magiſtrate Power or Au- 
thority to tyrann:ze and oppreſs. So that to reſiſt illegal Oppre(- 
ſion is not to reſiſt God's Ordinance, but mans Ulſurpation ; not 
the King's Authority , but his Luft. Hence the Prophec E1#fha 
defended himſelf, 2 King. 6. 32. Eliſha ſat in his houſe ( and the El- 
ders ſat with him) and the King ſent a man from before him, and ere 


the Meſſenger came to him, he ſaid to the Elders, See ye how this Son 


of a Murderer hath ſent to take away my head? Look when the Meſſen- 
ger cometh, ſhut the door, and hold him faſt at the door : 1s not the 
found of his Maſters feet behind him? He calls him the Son of a 
Murderer, becauſe his Father Ahab inad killed God's Prophets, 
and he was like him in diſpoſition. But that which is to our pur- 
poſe is, that he reſiſted the King's Meſſenger : he calls upon the 
Elders to aſſiſt him, as knowing that God gives no Power to 
Princes to puniſh the Innocent. And therefore they may defend 
themſelves. 


There is, Firſt, Private defence. Secondly, Publick. Private - 


defence is proved by this Text. It is lawful againſt a ſudden and 
illegal aſſault of a Meſſenger ſent by the Ring. If againſt a fudden, 


(as one ſaith) why not againſt deliberated and plotred ? for they < 


are worſe. This example of Eliſha is brought to prove the law- 
fulneſs of uſing force againſt a King in uſing viokence. Prayers and 
Tears are very good means againſt tyranny, but they are not che 
only means. To kneel down, and ſay , Lord help ws, and not 


ſtretch forth an hana to help our ſelves, is not to truſt God's 


Provi- 
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Providence, but to tempt God, and to try whether he will work 
a Miracle for our ſafety. It is Preſumption, and not Piety , 6 
to truſt to a good Cauſe, as not to uſe all lawful means to 
maintain it. Here is forcible Oppoſition allowed againſt a Me(- 
ſenger Commiſſioned by the King. The Elders are deſired tg 
jeize him. This a of Eliſha was plainly contrary to the King's 
Command. ; 

Secondly, Becauſe Governours are appointed for the good 


 . of the People. He is the Miniſter of God 10 thee for good, Rom. 13.4, 


But if thou doſt that which is evil , be afraid : for he beareth not the 
ſword in vain 2 for he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execnte 
wrath upon him that doth evil. He hath not Arbitrary Power, 
but his Power is limited. And this is the end of his Govern- 
ment, even the welfare of the Kingdom. Now if the Subver- 
ſion of the Government be deſizned , and the Deſtraction of 
the People aimedat by Evil Counſellors, then the Law of God 
allows, and the Law of Nature requires the People to defend 
themſelves. The Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God. He ſuſtains 
the Perſon of God, as a Legate, ( as one gloſſes) and as is the 
Lord , ſo is the Miniſter. But God doth not punith the good, 
but praiſe them. Therefore the end of Government is, that we 
may live juſtly and quietly : and that the Body Politick, and Pub- 
lick Honeſty may be defended. If theſe are violated in an high 
meaſure, the People are not bound to ſtand ſtill, and have their 
Throats cut. The Sword is to defend the good , and punith the 
evil: but if the Sword be uied to the contrary , then the People 
muſt defend themſelves. Finally, The cauſe of the Inſtitution 
of Magiſtracy is to defend and honour the Good. This is the 
call that Magiſtrates have : for they ought not to rule for their 
own ſakes only, but for the publick good. And they are not 
poſſeſſors of an unbridled Power, but with ſuch as is for the ſafety 
of their Subjects. 

Thirdly, Becauſe this is a Violation of the Law of Nature. 
The Subje& ( as ſeveral Authors ſpeak ) may be ſaid to take up 
Arms, either, Firſt, As an Ac ot Selft-Preſervation. Or, Second- 
ly, As an Ad of Juriſdiction exerciſed towards his Prince. The 
firit way, we ſay it is lawful : The ſecond way we contend not 
for it : becauſe Juriſdiction property ſignifies Fower of Office. 
The Schools out of Ariftorle (faith Wendel. Philoſ. Mor. b. 1. Cc. 29) 
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that ſuch an Aft is eicher forbidden. -0r: commanded: by God himſelf, 
the. father 0 6-57 Laws-of ;ReaſeniiGlarth. the: ever- 
re. Jar Fr 'Pol. 6. I:Pargg, 8 y: baveAheſe Marxs f0 
wel ot; Yayt> En. 9 0 3 9r.; 

"PUR, 3 Socks as ke keep them: re mold lively an tleww volun- 
. Gary its Nig very. A ak of working which Nature her ſelf doth 
REC Flat - obſerve in. the courſe of the rok: World; 'The 

*) Natur are pehoopeful, (Emu z without ſuperfluity 


wo 
rS 4-4 Jo framed ac rding to-that 
TIA: teli's [p Sarirsy thee: zeth. 


ment ). cheref with .the. * Fob \Natire tr ſelf: pd conſequently 


: 


cond hoſe Laws. are inveſt ble! Reaſon * aadiout 
(decal. Thoſe ay by 


ſupernatural and divine. Finally, in ſuch fort 

they are inveſtigable, that the knowlegd pe of them is general. The 
World hath always been acquainted af Fr Ir is not;agreed 
upon by ene, or.two; Ora few 1: but-by al Which we may not 
ſo. underſtand, as. if every. partic -u] rman in the; whole world did 
'know and confeſs whatſoever the I wor Reaſon Ubth contam: 
but this Law is ſuch, that being propol ſed , no- | rae can _— it as 
unreaſonable and unjuſt.” Again, there-is nothing in it , _ any 

man (naving natural Perfection, of Wit , and ripeneſs of Judg- 
ment) may. by Labour and, Travel:find out. -; And to conclude, 
the general Hes thereof are duch x as it is not eaſte to find 
men ignorant, of. them. FRG 

Now the Primary right o Nature, io called, cannot be chang. 
ed, becauſe-itiis written in the hearts of men, 'as S. Pau! teſtifies, 
Hence it cannot be; blotted,.out., unleſs Nature be blotted out, 
and *Reafon ceaſe to 'be Realon. - No Dope , ,»(ith' a witty 
Author ) nor. Prince ,- nor had acl Ton: People ,' norAn- 

el, nor Creature can "abſolve you; from it. This: Law (Tully) 

oth not put on one Aſpe&t at Rome, and another face at ther, 
but-looks upon all Nations and-Perſons with an impartial eye. It 
ſhines upon all Ages and Times, and Conditions; with perpetual 
Light. Ir is yeſterday; and to. day-the ſame for. ever. There is 
but one Lawgiver , one Lord and Supream Judge of this Law, 
God bleſſed for evermore. 


Natural Right 'is that which a - man kad and can execute 


without peculiar Inſtitution. And the Primary, Right” of 'Na- 
are by at which to know and EXECUute @ may is carried by 
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71 in- -bred- 'Grmfetnsy 6r). rrdtion* "Whoſe" Precepts at's. it 3 Fere 
rn with us. © © 

As for Example, In tal Theology, Go is tobe. fp: 
ped. He will reward the good, and pynttli the yi Gf! 
conomiecks ,'''our Parents: are to! loi reg. Ds 


are; Fi . tele Sy 
cluftons: - 


Firft;* No man ought to butt us, whe weare Vinod A 

Secondly,If any man indeayvours to hurt US, when we are. in- 
nocent, we may defend our ſelves. | 

Thirdly; Neither" et nor Man” gives 4 Authority | wo Gyyer- 
"Po he Gee #5 hutt the Teh © 2) del nd 

onrcnty; 5 rt, the « they may & 

themſelvesby! oe ey Natre.s / SES, ibs '13. 15 £0 be un- 
derſtood-of Authority, Power, or Jurifdictivy in it ſelf, accord- 
ing to the'firſt Tad" 2s alſo when,it is evialy laid upon 
any-perſon; For otherwiſe when' it. is citier GED y. Gkep, of 
unjuſtly vſed;-it midy be reſiſted in'diyers bee Vrp £1506 
Lawfur Authority.” "May. NT Hen up =; IS qy 
renance ,. and'Privilege ,' ahd Prerogative, aga Ning 
deſtroy Law ? And may notProteſtants take up Arms fQ de 231 
their Laws ? Surely he _ needs be full of Prejudice, very.mali- 
cious, or very weak in his 'Jadgtnenc', who Forth nwnpe3- 


ſoriablenely of the one; and the'reaſenablene($; of the other, Al 
Nations in all Ages, by the very” ight of Nacure, wve.con- 
ftantly defended themſelves by*force of Arms, wheh their Prin- 


ces haye turned Tyrants, and by their Inſtraments fought to ſpoil 


them of their Liberties, Privileges 2nd Eſtates: What Neton 
ever denied: Defenfive Arms aganft the anjuſt Incroachme 
valions;' and: Oppreflions of thet Prinice $To- Lawful? Le 
land the Barons - Prelates 1\4Cotim pkg a St Ong + 


maintain theiniaws, Liberties, and Charter , yea, and to Wage 


War againſt the King if he' refuſed; and to compel him,;to 
confirm' their Charter/in the year 1 214. Likewiſe in King Henry 
the, Third's:da i Eye 1258': and they threat ned Death.to 
all chnv vefiſtec Ws; Ta'che' reign;of Kin King Ft the Second, 
they ay Han 1 "TJveand dic rog for Juſtice, and to 
their Power to deftroy the Ttairors off oy Realm, eſpecially the 
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"All theR eformed Church (have taken Arms. to. defend, them- 


felves.?! Dp ow Tur es oe the Einperor Charles 5th, 

and hey vs w Sx juſt by-{h VEE ” A Wang oEher Diyines. 
th Prot pn i” He ance defer mlelves Jean the 
King ek ard. bd them againſt the e 
PAS [yranny..,. And: \Queen:; Elzabeth, King 


of 4 of 194, am "Spa 
> ie Firſt; en ing Charles the Firſt, did countenance and 
er all cheſe;, Which (any well-minded- man. ought to-preſume) 


they woul# hot havedone ſo foallangy an and | Seliberately if they 
; 


— forages mo ad dn Hel, Gh c 
n r. Bil/on as, a zealous be en ot, Our Qhurc 

andRealmi, Both. 2painft che EP IS'Y and whe Pyrit aps, 10 bis 
Book of. The. True e Differ re: between C C 207! dud, Wn- 
chirtHan Rebellion, P | and allowec le Aa arkn. 7, zz 


Pae with me 279.) ith; 1.will not raſbly | pronounce all: that reſi 
robe Rebels. 'The Caſe:ma! Fall out-EVveR:ina Canin Siedom 
oe the People Y.D heir Fig EA ainſt,,t Prince >; 
be chirped, Sith Re : ebelion the ads ould. 89 HroplS, pq uhou 
ev fil jt his. Kit gdom. 02; DFE REGs Form 
mnonwealth from Lmpery Bren 
Fane eſtabliſhed by cofnmon conſent "tv Prince: and People, to 
execute his own pleaſure, / In. theſe and other Caſes, which might 
be-nzmed; if the Nobles and ns, joyn. together to defend 
theit ancient andaccuſt Xetty, Regiment, ang Laws: They, 
may nor 'well be counted Rebels..,., - 

- Fifthly,, The D6&rine of Paſive Obedience, and Nin-reit xc is 
the* high way to bring in Popery.and Arbirrary Power, . For if. the 
King is a'Papiſt, and Zealous for the Propagation of his Religion, 
the Teſires who account Proteſtagts damned. Herogicks, Wl never 

ere pp fuch a Prince-tq:py more OA, Pringiples;a 
fo o diſc untenance thoſe, Fig dhere to. the; abliſhed 
Relipion. © And what will Pra þETS: BY. Tears fignifie- tg; ſych a 
Prince?/ when his Prejudice, ork Crone 0 Cience,,;or his 
Priefts,' or. his Deſire of being Abſolute, or. ſome ſuch: like Af- 


EFs 


fe&ions furiouſly 'carry hitn to -promote- HE wbolict Cable, as. 


Jo {Prince:orher 


A callic. Yea, is Perſwation. gage «as 
and Pro- 


- (for all Kitigs have. Hircerem) 0: 


wo. 


e, and to-take ſuch courſes, as willin the Fi ruin-andAubvert 
by og and Dignity. I with Experience ain 


id not confirm this. 
Now 
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Now toſfay,, We'may and ought to deny Obedience to ſuch 
Commands*of the Prince as are unlawful by the Law of God, (as 
21l grant) yea, by the eſtablithed Laws of the Kingdom, (as few 
will deny). This doth no way —_ Arbitrary Government, bur 
rather ere&-it; (Saith a Learned Author.) For Government isnor 
ſaid to be not Arbitrary, becauſe the Subje&ts may deny in-word, 
and 10 left'to ſuffer. For then the Farki/b- Government is not Ar- 
bitrary : for when the Great 7#rk Commands his Stbje&ts to do 
any thing, if they will deny and ſuffer for their denial, they may, 
and do ſometimes deny their Obedience. If there be Laws where- 
by a King is'to rule, which he thall command his Subjects ro 
break, and his Sabjecs are neither bonnd to obey', nor ſuffer by 
him, then his Government is not Arbitrary, -But if there-be. 
Laws made,” and he may inforce' his Subjects either to keep them, 
or break them, and puniſh them at his pleaſure that ſhall refuſe, 
and the whole Kingdom bound in Conſcience to ſuffer whatſoe- 
ver he ſhall inflict for not - breaking thoſe Laws, then is his Go-- 
vernment Arbitrary. For Arbitrary Government is that whereby 
- 2Prince dotly rale ex arbitrio - which he doth, when eirher there. 
-is no Law: to'rule > Yew his own! Will ,: or when he: hath a 
Power-to break thoſe Laws at his will, and to-punith the Subje& 
1t | at his pleaſure-for not breaking them. And in truth, this'latter is- 
d rather an Arbitrary Government than the former, as irthews 
y. | more'Liberty in.che will, that it hath-a Power to a&, - when Rea- 
'/ || ſon perſwades to the contrary,” than if there were-no Reaſon diſ- 
is | ſwading, and elſe there ſhould be no Arbitrary:Government' in 
ie | the- world. | For no State but hath ſome Laws whereby they 
n, rule and are ruled, even the very 1:aians - only here lies the Ar- 
er | ditrarinef(s of a Government, | that notwithſtanding the Law, the 
xd | Ruler: may 'pro arbirrio' force his Subjedts: according to his- own - 
Nl pleaſure. T - v4 2 —_— Di go ro 4-4 4 - + 
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2 - Tn'our preſent Caſe (December $8.) we may. well conſider theſe 
is | things. | |. - 1 3LE | 
3s »Firſt,' The Matter of Fact is- evident, That che King's -evil oh 


er |, Counſtllors; Popifh'Prieſts and Jeſuits have tyrannized- over us, 
and' opprefled us'im an high meaſure.. This is known to the whole. 


Nation, 


Secondly, 


"AL 
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Secondly , I believe in my Conſcience that ic is the moſt 
Heroick and Virtuous Action that Mortal Man can do to 


deliver. poor Innocents from Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 
" Thirdly, The Prince of Or:9ge, under God ,: hath been the 
great Inſtrument. of our Deliverance from Popith Tyranny, and- 


Slavery. | - 
Fourthly, We ought to give Thanks to God firſt, and then to 
his Servant, our David, the Captain of our 7/7ael, for ſaving -us 
from our Enemies. ths 
In ſhore, This Cauſe, (which IT account God's Cauſe, and the 
Caule of the whole Nation) andthe Prince of: Orange, (now our 
moſt- Gracious Soveraign, whom 'I account God's Inſtrument) 
have conquered- my Heart : and conſequently .ſhal have my 
Tengue, my Pen, the utmoſt of my Strength and Zeal. Yea, I 
hope through God's grace, that I (ball neither be aſhamed , nor 
afraid to lay down my life for the Proteſtant Religion and Inte- 
reſt, and the Liberties, Laws, and Properties - of my Native 
Country. © porno 
There-are ſome Objections, taken from Examples out of Setip- 
ture, which ſeem to favour the contrary Opinion, but TI-need nor, 
nor cannot conſider them all : and I perſwade my ſelf that they 
are obviated by what I have ſaid. And I am ure that he that 
confirms Truth, by it confounds Error, | | 


Yet I ſhall conſider the main Obje&ion. See ({ay many) David's: 


behaviour to Saul, 1 Sam. 24. Te know that King Saul perſecuted 


David cauſeleſly : he ſought his life for no reaſon. David was a zaod 


and loyal Subjeft , neither did Saul's violence and perſecution tempt 
him, or prevail with him to change his Loyalty , or forget his Duty, 
David: did but cut off the tkirt of. Saul's Robe privily, and his heart 
{mote bim for it. . And he ſaid to his. Men, The Lord forbid: that 1 
thould do this thing unto my Maſter the Lord's Anointed, ro 
ftretch-forth niy hand againſt him. And. he bindered his Servants 
from hurting. Saul. And when he called to Saul, he ſaid, My Lord 
the King. And when Saul looked behind him , David (tooped 
with his face to the earth, and bowed himſelf. © i He cated bim 


my Father, which # a Title "of reverence. 1rſomneh thas+ Saul; - bis 
Enemy, was melted into kind Expreſſions by ,his-goodneſs and. righte-, 
ouſneſs. Read and confider the whole Chapter at your leiſure... Dit- © 


vid heaped Coals of fire on Saul's head , as the Apoſtles Phraſe #, 
| 20t 
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not. to burn, conſume, or deftroy hims but to win him to a 200d Opinion, 
both of . bis Innocence, and Loyalty. Hence they infer , that the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate, the King, though be ſuffers his Subjefts to be ne- 
. wer. ſo' much oppreſſed ;i not to be reſiſted, but we mu5t ſubmit with 
{. Patience, commit our Cauſe to God by Prayer , and makg our Appeal 

to Heaven,. who juageth righteouſly, and ſuffer our Throats ty be cut, 
4 or fice away, leave our Poſterity to Slavery, and ſocxpect a Reward in 
5 Heaven for ſuffering. 

I Anſier. The Subje& (as ſeveral Divines ſay) may be con- 

- ſidered twq ways. Firſt, Divilively. Secondly,.-Conjundtive]y: , 
£ || The Subjeit.conſidered Divitively: hath always applied himſelf 
) to Prayers and Tears, the oppreflion being only Perſonal, and 
f perhaps without remedy. Some: Inconveniences and Grievances. 
I 
r 


will be in the beſt Government, and we muſt not think to hayz 
all that we deſire, or perhaps may: really deſerve in this world. 
> And. therefore we ought to ger Publick Spirits, and hate Pri- 
2 ary vo maps Selintereſt ,. when it. would deſtroy the Pub= 


Secondly ,- The Subje& may be conſidered ConjunRively. 

. And thus when the Oppreſſion is General , and Univerſal al- 
y || moſt, then the People muſt look to their own Preſervation :- 
t || all-Government being for the. good: of the whole Body Poli- 

tick. . And-in this caſe the ſafery of the People is the Higheſt Law. 
;. | All Government, and all Laws ſuppoſe this as a Principle or: 
4 | Foundation. _ : 
4 | Again, The Subject is ſaid to take up. Arms againſt the King,, 
- | either, Firſt, As againſt the King's Perſon: and of this we do not 
" ſpeak: Thus who cax ftretch forth his hand againſt the: Lords Anointed,. 
+ | «nd be-gailileſs ? Hence it may beinferred, That private: Afaſh- 
1 || nation of a. Prince is wicked-and abominable. Secret, or open 
5 Murder of any Man, much more of a Prince isan heinous Crime. 
; | Weare taught by this Example, that the hand is not to be lift up- 
| _ the Magiſtrate : but ſtill David defended himfelf by - force: 

2 | 
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"& +4 
KS ' He that is invaded, may prevent the Invader; as Leſſias,. and 
'* S. Thiumas teach. ( Lavater.) No Subje&:or Private perſon (ith 

a great Divine) may invade-a Tyrant, (without -lawful Defence) 

tho' he hath occaſion : as David could indeed: kill:Saul;. whom 

yer he diſmiſſed : becauſe there was not extream Neceflity.- I wil 
zot (faith he) put forth my hand again#t my Lord; for he 15 the Lords 

Anointed, v. 10. For God knows to draw Tyrants to Puniſhment, 

either by the ordinary Power of every Kingdom, or by any-other 

miraculous way. The -Conſequence (faith another rational Di- 

vine) that follows from hence 1sclearly this; iThat no private man 

in his -own Cauſe (for ſo: was David's then) iby his awn Power 
may ſeize upon' the Perſon of a-King in :an offenſive way, eſpe 
cially ſuch a King, who had his Call immediately: from Heaven ; 
what farther Conſequence, that concerns. our ' buſineſs in hand, 
let any ſhew from this place that-can. ' 4 i Ly 0 1 
And ſomeſay,: That David aroſe with-a-purpoſeto-1lay Saul: 
but changed: his Mind-in the: midſt of ; his Proceedings. Bur. I 
think that David was but a private Perſon, and ſo had nod Aus 
thority : Ic is plain that David's heart; ſmote him, 'becauſe he 
had cut off San?s Skirt, v. 5- Some think his:'Conſcience checked 
him for the thought of his heart to'kill che/King. \;Bur; Rill. his 
Conſcience never-checked-him :forkeepmg.:men in-Arms toide- 
fend himſelf from Saul's oppreſſion » for this-he did :many\Y ears 
The-Perſon of the King ougl t to be Sacred; but our: perſons: and 
lives alſo ought to be defended. We may zealouſly defendiour 
.own Innocence. YO BHSt--1 ” SA 
IF Secondly, The SubjeRs may be ſaid to take up. Arms as againſt 
EY .the King's Command for their: own Preſeryation::: ſo-we affirm 
oS it, That it is lawful for Subjects ConjunGively conlidered; '(or 
when the Laws of the Country are generally -violated ,.and. the 
Opprefſion is almoſt Epidemical) to take up Arms for Self-prefer: 
vation againſt the King's Commands: And juſtifie; their Cauſe 
.by the Law-'of Nature, and right Reaſon: :. which is rot. only. 
the Common Law of England; but of all Nations. .-For the 
Law of Nature: (as Alex:'de Ales-ſairh) Is-in us without! our Co- 
-operation, and of-God's putting in and imprefiton:: Thus having 
-heard my Judgment, and our preſent Cauſe defeaded, pray have a 
little Patience to hear my Aﬀection. 4. WIFE.. 


[et 
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Te is written, P/al. 2. 11. Refoyce with trembling. Firſt , Let us 
rejoyce, that God of his infinite goodneſs hath delivered us from 
our mercileſs Enemies ; from a Religion ſo falſe, and from ſuch 
fooliſh Counſellors, as would have made us Slaves. 

But, Secondly, Let it be with trembling, when we conſider, 
Firſt, Our own finfulneſs and unworthineſs of ſo good and gracious 
a Providence. | 

Secondly, When we conſider the diſmal Calamities that have 
befallen His Sacred Majeſty through evil Counſellors. Let us 
rejoyce that the ſnare is broken,and we are delivered : let us trem- 
ble to think of God's righteous Judgments. O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the calamities that have befallen this Nation, and the Royal 
Family,. as the Prophet ſpeaks, Fer. 9. 1. Our Religion teacheth 
us Love, Goodneſs, Mercy, and Compaſſion. Let us not rejoyce 
at the Calamities of our Enemies ; bur at God's wonderful Mercy 
to us, . that our Religion, our Laws, our Liberties, our Lives, and 
our Poſterity ſhould be freed from the fink of all Mankind, the 
Tyranny of Jeſuits, and bleod-thirſty Papiſts. Let us bewail our 
Sins, the Cauſe of Aﬀictions. Neceflity, wothing bur Neceſſity 
to defend our ſelves, and our Religion, and our Poſterity from 
Popery and Slavery, forced us to this laſt Remedy. I rejoyce that 
we are eſcaped : I am ſorry even for the trouble of our very 
Enemies. Well then, let us Sin no more, leſt a worſe thing be- 
fall us. Ic is true, (as the Prophet faith ) The whole head is ſich,, 
and the whole heart faint. From the ſole of the foot even to the head, 
there is no ſoundneſs in it, but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores, 
Ifai. 1. 5,6. Sacred Majeſty, laid in the duſt, requires our Tears : 
our Religion and our Laws revived, require our joy. Let us be 
grieved that the Crown is fallen from our Heads, for we have 
finned : Let us rejoyce that God's Honour and Glory is manifeſted 
in the Salvation of his Church. And as a Teſtimony of our Thank- 
fulneſs to God. 

Firſt, Let us be humble and lowly in heart , aſcribing all our 
Deliverances to God's gracious Providence over his Church. 

Secondly, Let us be merciful to others in their diſtreſs. Let us. 
lighten every burden, and break every yoke. Let us be patient 


towards all men, and zealous of nothing more than good works, 
and ealte to be intreated in a gon Matter. Let us not opy rels 


che 


45 The Williamites againſt the Jacobites. 


the Poor and Needy : Let us eaſe Tender Conſciences, and per- 
form our Vows made in our diſtreſs, and do as we would be 
done by. Let us be wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves, 
Let us practice that Religion, which we have defended with our 
utmoſt Zeal and Lives. And this conſiſts in Faich and Good 
Works; Love and Peace; Courteſie and Mercy, that Glory may 
be to God in Heaven, on Earth Peace, and good Wall towards 
Men. 

Thirdly, Letus ſtrive for Union among our (elves. A Kingdom 
divided againlt it (elf cannot ſtand. Let us joyn againit the com- 
mon Enemy of our Faith and Retigion. Let us lay aſide our Ani- 
moſities, and not ſtrive for private Intereſt , buffor the Publick 
good. Let us ſeek Peace, and inſue it, as thoſe who love life, 
and may ſee good days. Let us imitate David's Example, not 
ſeeking private Revenge : bur the Peace of our Feruſalem, and the 
Proſperity of our Sion, that is, the Happineſs of Church and State. 
Ler us heap Coals of Fire on our Adverſaries, giving them what 
they denied tous, the teadereſt thing in the World, except God's 
Glory, even Liberty of Conſcience. It is true, (as Solomon faith) 
He that winneth Souls is wiſe, But this muſt be done by Arguments 
convincing the Judgment, not by force and violence. He that 
wins the Heart, gains a ſure Friend ; but he that forceth the out- 
ward man, loſeth with great diſadvantage what he ſeemed to have 


gained, when the Compulſion ceaſeth. Faction may be promoted: 


by rigorous Execution of Laws : but Religion never got footing 


but by Reafon and Argument. Not that I am againſt preſerving 


true Religion by Civil Laws, if any be ſo wicked as to invade the 


Rights of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, but I am againſt Perſecution. 


for Conſcience ſake. We have all {uftered for our Diviſions. Let 
this not be a price in the hand of a Fool{as Solomon faith, Prov.17.16;) 
co get wiſdom, ſeciag he hath no heart to 4t. I hope God hath raught 
all Proteſtants by their Aflictions to lay hold of this preſent Op- 
portunity, to Unite: elſe we are very mean Proficieats in the 


 Schoo! of Chriſt. Ir is trae , very few ( or perhaps none) of us 


here preſent this day before Gad, have ſuftered in our Perfons, 
Eitates, or Livelihoods. But if we are Chriſtians, we ſhould have 
2. Sympathy and Fellow-feeling with our Brethren in Aﬀiction 
we ſhould be grieved for the Aﬀictions of Joſeph, I mean, for the 


Calamities, Dulgraces, Reproaches, and Imprizonment of our Fa- 


thers 
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thers and Brethren; of the Nobility,Gentry,Clergy,and Commons, 
who oppoſed Popiſh Innovations and Arbitrary Power. And even 
we our ſelves were juſt at the Pits brink, almoſt fallen: but God, 
who heard the Publican's Prayer, hath been mercifal- to us Sin- 


' ners. If we are ſtubborn, obſtinate, and will nothing relent, God 


can yet conſume us by ſendmg an evil Spirit among us: but I hope 
there is a Bleſſing beliind for us, and our Poſtericy. If we are A- 
theiſts, Neuters, or Luke-warm 3 like the Church of Laodicea, nei- 
ther hot, nor cold ; if it be indifferent. to ns, whether God, or 
Baal ; the Ark, or Dagon ; Chriſt Jeſus, or Saints and Images be 
- invocated, and worthipped ; if we care not whether Papilts, or 
Proteſtants rule over us, then our Condition muſt needs be miſe- 
rable. But ler us take Facob's Advice to his Sons, ſee that you fall nor 
but by the way, Let us with one heart and one voice earneſtly 
contend for the Faith that was once delivered to the Saints. 
In ſhort, if we havewiſe Heads, and Chriſtian Hearts and Spirits, 
we may eafily unite. Weread in Holy Scripture of an hot diflen- 
tion between Paul and Barnabas, and they ſeparated one from ano- 
ther, but it continued not long. Let us be Engliſh Men, and Chri- 
ſtian Spirits, Valiant for the Truth, and full of Mercy and good 
Fruits. We took up Arms, not to hurt others, but ſave our ſelves. 

Let it then be known to ail Men, what the Clate) King is re- 
ported to ſay of us, when he returned to Londer, that though we 
hated his Religion, yet we loved, honoured, and pitied his Perſon, 
ſo grievoufly miſled by fooliſh and evil Counſellors. 

Fourthly, Let us beware of a Relapſe into the ſame Miſery. Let 
us be joyful, but not ſecure and careleſs : Such a condition ruined 
the men of Laiſh. Let us ſo triumph, as to be fober and watchful. 
For if we fall again, who ſhall raiſe usup ? A Relapſe, we know, 
s worſe than the firſt Sickneſs. Therefore” let us pray for Men 
overus, who fear God, and hate Covetouſneſs ; Men of Know- 
ledge, and Mer of Courage ; Men of Fidelity and Merit ; ſuch 
3s ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do Well; that ſeek Judg- 
ment, and relieve the oppreſſed. So God will rejoyce over 
us todo us good, and'will never leave us,nor forſake us. Amen. 
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Daniel g. 20. 


But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened. in 
Pride, he was depoſed from his kingly Throne, and they 
took his glory from hin | 


N theſe words we may obſerve theſe two general parts. 

Firſt, Nebuchadnezzars's Crime; His heart was lifred up,and 

his mind hardened in pride. 

Secondly, His Corre&tion and Judgment; He was depoſed 
from his kingly Throne, and they took his glory from him. | 

For the 1lluſtration of the former, I may briefly conſider; 
Firſt, Who this Nebuchadnezzar was. Secondly, Wherein his 
Pride chiefly conſiſted. 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider who this Npbuchadnezzar was. He was 
Emperour of Babyloz, the Queen of Nations, and the moſt fa- 
mous City of the world. And he was the greateſt Monarch of 
his Age. He fought againſt the Syrians, Phenicians and Egyp-- 
tians. He made the Ammonites, Moabites, Philiſtines, Idume- 
ans, and all Egypr Trivutaries. He conquered Tyr alſo: As ye 
may ſee in Feremy and Ezekiel! : He took the City of Feruſalem, 


' anc put Fehotachin to death. He made Fehoiachin (or Fecomah, or 


Coniah, Fer. 2, 24.) King, and returned to Babylon, In the eighth 
vear of his Reign, going back to Fernſalem, (for he feared that 
Teconiah would rebel, and revenge the death of his Father) he 
took Feconias, Mordecai, and three thouſand Jews of the Nobility, 
and carried them Captives to Babylon. Nine years after he came 
again to Jeruſalem, and beſieged the City, becauſe of the Impiety 
and Rebellion of Zedekiah, and within a while utterly deſtroyed 
the City of Jeruſalem, carrying then the Veſlels and Ornaments of 
the Temple to Babylon. But it is thought that he took Darie/,and 
his Companions captive, and brought them to Babylon in his firſt 
Expedition. 
Secondly 
| 
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Secondly, I ſhall conſider wherein his Pride chiefly conſiſted: 
I ſhall name theſe three things. Firſt, In not giving God the 
glory of all his Victories. Secondly, In commanding Image- 
worlkip. Thirdly, In perſecuting the Servants of God for not 
worthipping Images. 

Firſt, Nebuchadnezzars Pride conſiſted in not giving God the 
glory of all his Victories. God proſpered Nebuchbadnezzar, but he 
{acrificed to his own Net, that is, he aſcribed it to his own Policy, 
Strength and Wiſdom, and did nor give glory to God: This was 
his Pride. Thou, O King ! (faith Daniel, c. 2. v. 37.) art King of 
Kings, for the God of Heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, power, and 
ſtrength, and glory. And whereſoever the Children of Men 
dwell, the Beaits of the Field, and che Fowls of Heaven hath he 
given into thine hand, jtand hath made thee Ruler over them all. 
Notwithſtandmg'this, the King gloried in an Arm of fleſh, and. 
Boaſted in the multitude of his Hoſts. 

Secondly, His Pride conſiſted in commanding Image-worthip- 
Of this we read, c. 3. He made an Image of Gold, and commanded 
all to fall down, and worſhip it. It was not the Image of Bel. or of 
other Gods of Babylon, but of Nebuchadnezzar himſelf. Neicher 
was this unuſual among the proud Heathen Tyrants. For Alexander 
the Great, Antiochus Epiphanes, Caligula, and others, would bs 
worſhipped as Gods, while they lived. , 

- Thirdly, Nebuchadnezzars Pride conlited in perſecuting the 
Servants of God for not worſhipping his Image. He was not 
contented, that the Heathens, who had been bred up. in Slavery 
and Idolatry, worſhipped the Image, but hemult force Gods Ser- 
vants againſt their Conſciences to fall doin and worſhip alſo. 
Maldonate (faith Cor. # Lap.) probably conjectures that the King; 
hadereed this Image upon the ſuggeſtion of the Chaldees, who 
envied the three Jews, Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, the Go- 
vernment of the Province of Babylon :. and therefore to make 
them odious to the King, and turn them out of Othce, they pur: 
the King upon making this Image, which they knew :that the 
Jews would by no means worſhip, and thereby the King wouid be. 
provoked againſt them, as it fell our. They. ſerved. the King faith- 
fully in the Truſt committed to them, but they obeyed God rz- 
ther than Man ; and therefore told the King, that they could not 
commit Idolatry to pleaſe tum : For they were. the —_— ok 
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*God, and muſt adore him only with Religious Worſhip. This 
incenſed the King again{t them, and in his wrath he commanded 
them to be caſt into the burning fiery Furnace, and that it ſhould 
be heated tev=n times more than it was wont to be heated. The 
Chaidees acculed them, and with all malicious inſinuation Qirred 
-up the King againſt them : As it is the nature of envious and 
wicked men to inflame Princes againit the true Worthippers of 
God. Bur the Jews, notwithſtanding all this fury, and threats, 
and cruelty, continued reſolute, and perſevered in the Faith, and 
-God miraculouſly delivered them. | 

When God pleaſes to ſhew his power, the proud Helpers muſt 

ſtoop under him. They deſtroy-themſelves that go about to de- 
ſtroy Gods Servants. The flame of fire ſlew thoſe men that tock 
them up, c. 3. v.22. 
. = The righteozs is bold as a Lion, (aith Solomon. ../Þbey anſwered the 
King with a mighty cour2ge : As who ſhould ſay, Ir is plain, O 
King ! that there is only one God, whom we worſhip, and he can 
deliver us out of thine hand; but if nor, yet we will worthip him 
only, and uot thy Idols. Obſerve here the undaunced refolution, 
liberty, fortitude, and courage of theſe three Servants of God. 

I zo onto the ſecond general part of the Text, Nebuchadnezzars 
Correction and Judgment, He was depoſed from his kingly Throne, 
and they took bis glory from him. | 

Here [I ſhall ſhew thele three things. 
1. By whom he was depoſed. 
2. Why he was depoſed. 
3. That it was juſt. 

1. By whom Nebuchadnezzar was depoſed. 1. By God. 2. By 
his Subjects. | ; 

1. He was depoſed by God. Tho' God is not the Author of 
the evil of{in, yer he is the principal Efficient in the evil of punith- 
ment. Now this was the puniſhment of the King for his Pride, 
Oppreſſion and Impiety. And the Prophet tells, F/al. 75. 6, 7. Pro- 
motion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the 
South. But God is the Fudge: he putteth down one,and ſetteth uþ another. 
This the King acknowledgeth, c..4.v.2,3. / thought it good to ſhew the 
ſigns and the wonders that the bigh God hath wrought towards me, How 
great are his ſigns ? -and how mighty are bis wonders ? his Kingdom is 
everlaſting, - and his Dominion-is from generation to generation, And 

v. I7s 
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v.17. This matter js bythe Decree of the Watchers, and the Demand- 


by the word of the holy ones. The Watchers, that is, the Angels of 
God, who are God's Inftruments and Servants, in puniſhing the 
evil, and rewarding the good. See v. 31,32. Gcd, whogives grace 
to the humble, refs, or fights againſt the proud. 

This may comfort choſe that are oppreſſed. God is the Aven- 
ger of all ſuch. 7, ever 1 am he that comforteth you (ſaith God by 
the Prophet, /ſa. 51. 12,13.) Wkoart thou,that thou ſhouldſt be afraid 
of a man that ſhall die, and of the Son of man, who ſhall be made as 
graſs* And forgetteft the Lord thy 7Aaker, that hath ſtretched forth 
the Aeavens, and laid the foundations of the Earth ? And haſt feared 
continually every day, becauſe of rhe fury of the Opprefſor, as if be were, 
ready to deftroys, and where is the fury of the Oppreſſor ? | 


''2, Nebuchadnezzar was depoſed by his own Subjects. They ſhall. 
drive thee from men. c. 4.v. 25, And if any ſay, this is ſpoken. 


neutrally, Thou ſhalt be driven; yet fill here is the perſon un- 
derſtood, be it ſpoken neutrally, or imperſonally. Some body 
muſt do It. And V. 33. He was driven from men. | 

By whom ? I anſwer. He was either driven out by Tumulr, as 
it often happens to Tyrants ; or by the Conſpiracy of the Nobles 
and Commons 3 or by his Son Evil/merodach, who (4s the Hebrews 
report) affected the Kingdom, while his Father lived. Some think. 
that he had oppreſled, and tyrannically uſed the Chaldeans, Ma- 


gicians, and Wiſe-men of his Kingdom, becauſe they could not: 


tell his dream- See c.'2. v.5. where he threatens that they ſhould 


be cut in pieces, and their houfes ſhould be made as a cunghill. 


This Tyranny over their Liberties, Properties, and Lives, ingaged 
them to depoſe the K ing according tothe Law of Nature. 
And this leads me to the ſecond, Why he was depoſed. 


1. Becauſe hewas in a deep Melancholy. and ſo unable to rule. 


2. Becauſe he was a Tyrant and Oppretlor, and fo his Subjects 
would not truſt him with their Livertcies and Lives. 


1. He was ina deep Melancholy, and ſo unable to Rule. See 


c. 4. v. 33. He was «riven from men, and did eat grafs as the Ox, and 
his body was wet with the dew of Fleaven, till his hairs were grown like 
E aoles feathers, and his nails like Birds claws. The lenſe is, that his 


hair, beard and nails, were very much grown out, becauſe there - 


was no body to cut them, and he himſelf did not think of curting 


them, loving the likenels of beaſts thro: black Choler. or _ 
choly.. 


. 4 
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tholy. His heart was changed from mans, and he had a beaſts 
heart given to him, v. 16. He was not truly transformed into a 
bealt, as I believe; bur, becauſe his imagination was corrupt, and 
his reaſon eclipſed, thro' this aduſt humor, he ſeemed to him- 
{elf a beaſt. And the moſt learned Phyticians ſpeak of this kind of 
Melancholy : And our own Experience may confirm it in ſome of 
our own Age. that have been troubled with Hypochondriack Paſ- 
fions and Melancholy. He remained a man truly ; but Humane 
Senſe and Reaſon, as to the Exerciſe, was taken-from him. *' 

tx 2. He was depoſed, becauſe he was a Tyrant and Oppreſlor,and 
ſo his Subjects would not truſt him with their Liberties and Lives. 
His ſevere and cruel Edict againſt the Magicians and Wiſe-men 
was intolerable, and they could not but reſent it. See c. 2. Nebx- 
ebadnezzar dreamed. and forgat his dream, and yet would imperi- 
ouſly and-tyrannically force his Magicians to tell the dream, and 
the interpretation. They make humble ſupplication to the King, 
and tell him, that no Ruler ever asked ſuch a thing of any Magi- 
cian, or Aſtrologer, or Chaldean. None but God could reveal ſuch 
ſecrets. But notwithſtanding the King was angry and very furious, 
and commanded to deſtroy them. This cruelty (as it is thought) 
ſtuck in their minds: they treaſured it up in their hearts, yo as 
__ as opportunity ſerved, were glad to throw off his tyrannical 
Yoke. 

The word Magician, (to tell you that by the way) among the 
Perſians, and other Eaſtern Countries, at firſt was uſed in a good 
ſenſe, for a wiſe and under{tanding man; for a Philoſopher, who 
ſpends his days in contemplation and meditation. Theſe were 
Aſtronomers, and Aſtrologers, or Mathematicians, who by the in- 
fluence of Stars, and calculating Nativities, foretold many ſtrange 
things. And, for my part, I believe there is mach Truth and Inno- 
cence in this Art : at leaſt I am far from condemning ſo many wiſe 
men of all Ages : But as for Sorcerers, Diviners, &c. they are de- 
Juders of the People, full of Impoſture and Superſtition. And this 
ſort of Diabolick creatures were forbidden by Moſes Law, Levie. 


19. 31. Regard not them that have familiar Spirits, neither ſeek after 


Wizards, to be defiled by them, And Dent. 18. 10, 11. There ſhall nor 
be fourd among you any one that makes his Son, or his Daughter topaſs 
through the fire, or that uſeth Divination, or an Obſerver of times, or an 
-Jnchanter,or a Witch, or a Charmer,or a Conſulter with familiar Spirits, 

| or 
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or a Wizard, or a Necromancer. (But to return) This Demand and 


. Decree of the King in it (elf was unjuſt: for man, though moſt 


Skilful, and moſt wiſe, (Lap.) cannot reveal fecrer dreams, eſpe- 
cially already paſt, much leſs their {ignification. Put ſome, who 
write of Oneirocriticks, do own that great Corjectures ray be 
made from ſome certain and unwonted dreams. A learred Author 
ſaith, That the Chief Prieſts of the Chaldezns were accicted, to 
Aſtrology And you will eafily believe, that Prielts do not love 
to be opprefſed, and murdered without cauſe. This was (faith 
Sy9p. out of Calvin) a bealtly rage of the King,becauſe he deman- 
ded that which was above the power of man, and that which the 
Chaldeans never arrogated to themſelves. Yet this was a reward 
of their arrogance, becauſe they aflumed to themſelves more than 
was meet. 5s | : X 

3. I ſhall ſhew that it was juſt to depoſe Nebuchadrezzar, 

To this purpoſe we muſt conſider, 

I. That all Government is a Truſt. 

2. That all Government is for the ſafety and good of the 
Community. | A 

3. Thar there may be ſuch crimes, as may forfeit the Crown' 
and Throne, and rednce all to firſt Principles. | 

I. We mult conſider that all Government 15a Truſt. The Do- 
minion of one man over another is by conſent, and is founded.;in 
Covenant. All men are free by the Law of Nature.to chufe 


phat 
kind of Government-they think moſt convenient. And;rhe Pot | 


' tive Law of God hath lefe this to'their Election. - The; Nomina- 


tion of the- perſon, and the Limitation of the power is originally” 
and radically in the Community. Hence ſome Nations have Lords, * 
Dukes, &c. their ſupream Governours. me Nations have Kings 
by Election every Reign : © Others have Succeffion in one Faniily: 
Some have Queens to rule 'over them; others will not FRO 
Women to reign. Some are abfolute”. Monarchs; others are: limi- 
ted. Some haye Ariftactatical 3 'others Democratical Govern- 
ment. And almoſt aHNations vary-in-thefe Circumſtances. *. __ 
Ir is true, Authority-isfrom God. : There 5s no Polrer but of Hogs 
ſairh St: Paul; Rom. 13.1," And,” By me Kings reign, and. Princes , C=.. 
c#et-Fuſtice, {ith God by Salomon, Prov. 8. 75. Bur thy the Datiati- © 
oh of the Power 1s of God, yet the Defſignacion of the Perſon; arid 
the Limitation of the Power, how much, or how litrle,or in whac 
01.21%; H manner 
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manner Mankind muſt be ruled , and give Obedience, and owe 
Submiſſion, is wholly by Poſitive Law and Agreement at the firſt 
Conſtitution, or afterwards. HY | 
''Thus we read, 2 Sam. 5.3. All the Elders of Iſrael came t0 the 
Xing to Hebron, and King David made a, League with them in He- 
bron before the Tord : and they anointed David King over [ſtae]. 
Here was an Aſſembly or Pariiament, who choſe David King.and 
covenanred with him. God, and Man are not oppoſite, bur ſubor- 
dinate'in this caſe. That which. is of God (faitha learned Divine) 
may be of Man alſo. For the fecond cauſe doth not exclude the 
firſt, or contrarily. Becauſe the fruits and increaſe of the Earth are 
obtained by the care ai:d labour of Man, therefore are they not gj- 
ven of God ? So that as the Prophets and Apoftles in old time were 
talled immediately by God, not by Men : but other Paſtors and 
Biſhops of the Church, being not ummediately- called by God, but 
by men, yet ceaſe not to have their Vocation from God. Becauſe 
God ceaſeth not to do what he doth by means. As God deſigned 
Timothy Biſhop; not.immediately, as Pawl :. but by the Impoſition 
of the hands of _ | and the rebFtey. So God in old ow by 
2n immediate call ſet Magiſtrates,and ſome Kings upon the Throne, 
as Mofes, Joſhna, the ub, David, Febu, 8c. "Bur he gave Power 
and doth not ceaſe to give Power to others, as to the ſeventy El- 
ders, by Man's counſel and means, and that according to the Laws 
and. received Cuſtoms of the People : either by Election and the 
conſent of the'Senate, as now. the Ramen Empire 3 or by the Suf- 
frages of the People,2s Conſuls,Governgurs of Ciries,eicher-meerly, 
or mixtly Democratical : or by the will of. the Souldiers, as the: 
old Empire of Rome - or finally by, Hereditary Succeſſion, as the 
Kings of France, of Spain, and of Great Brit ain, &c- and the Prin-, 
ces, of the Empire. For there is no. Power but. of God. And cer- 
tainty the Authority of, ane, or a. few, in humane Conſideration 
would not ſuffice to govern - andicontain 1g, many. in, Duty-, and 
matiy times very cruel and evil Men, unleſs there were ſomething? 
of the hand of God in it. Therefore God himſelf is the properand: 
firſt Cauſe of Magiſtracy, tho' Men are the.next Cauſe... . - - 
'The Prince is bound (faith no mean, JNIvIRE; tolook'to:theſafe-! 
ty and welfare of the Kingdomas is agrced by all. And therefore. 
he is Sound becauſe regoes  Poy aoriainally. ifpeak 
ndt in Vppoſition-to God,, bur, I ſay, ata ' from the People! 
oh then 
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themſelves : 'as appears bythe Government of 7=44h;and the Kings 
of 1/ratl. For, Fudg: 8. 22. "The then of 1/-4el camie to Gideon - 
make him theit Kitig: It is true , Gidton refuſed this offer” (faich 
Mr. Rogers in his Commentary) with great reſolution and wiſdom, 
telling them thar the Lord fhonld rule over them, v. 23. His meaning 
was, that the Order that God had ſer (of Governing by ſuch as 
hd no'contitied Govertiment) ſhould ſtand, and not be pervert- 
ed by or fot him, or his : but cantrarily, to his Power he would 
hinder.it. And God reigned indeed in the Commonwealth of 1/- 
rael, which flouriſhed in Gideor's time : wherein the Elders were 
choſen by common conſent: ſome Eccleſiaſtical, to give the mean- 
ing of the Law : and others Civil and Temporal , as men. call i 

to rule the people thereby, &c. And if any War fell out,the Lord 
himſelf ſtirred up Guides and Judges : and they were not choſen 
(1 ſuppoſe, he means only, or in a uſtal courſe) by Men , as ap-. 
pears, c. 1, v.I. neither did their Children ſucceed them. And 
chus the Lord both in Peace and War ruled over them : and fo G+- 
deon meant that the Office of a Judge was no ordinary Magiſtracy, 
ſuch as the King is : but a Temporary and Occaſional, much like 
ro the Dictatorthip of the Ro#12#s, in reſpect of the ule whereto it 
ſerved: rho? otherwiſe of divine Ele&ion ,. ifnmediately, nor by 
Men. And, F«dg. 9.6. They gathered together, and made Ab:- 
melech their King. And, 7adg. 11.8, 9, 10, 11. the people cove- 
nanted with Zephrhz, 'and made him their King. And as for Saul, 
(tho” he was- defigned by God for the Kingdom, yet) the people 
themſelves choſe the kind '6f rheir Government firſt , when they 
faid , Give mw # King to rule over us after the manner of the Nations. 
After that God had anointed Sau, it is ſaid, 1 Sam. I1. 15. And 
all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul King before the 
Lord in Gilgal. And as for David, tho! he was anointed King by 
Samuel, yet we find"that he continued ſubjeR unto.Saw/ after thats 
And,2 Sam.2.He carne to Hebron,&thither the men of Fudeh came; 
and there they anoinred Daviz King over the Houſe of Fudeb,v.4. 
After that he was thtis anointed by 7«dah to be King over them,yer 
he did not rule over 1/7ae!, till the other Tribes allo went out and 
made him King over them, 1 Chro, 12. 38, It is faid, That all theſe 
ten of mar came tith a af. op heart to Hebron to make David King 
over all T{rael. And as for So!omion, (tho? he was deligned by Gcd 
to the Kingdom; yet) it is ſaid - him alfo, 1 Chro, 29. 22. FOE 
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all the Congregation dideat and drink befare the Lord, and they. 


fmade*Solomon the Son of DavidKing the ſecond time, and anointed 
him to the Lord to be Chief Governaur. Selomon; being dead, 
2 Chro.10.1. it is ſaid of Rehoboarn, that he went to Shechem, where 
all iſrael came to make him King. And in Dear. 17..15....7hou ſhalt 
in 'any wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom the Lord thy God ſballchuſe, 
One from among thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet King over thee., . The Ele- 
tion of a King is attributed to. God, . but the Conſticution..to-the 
People. . God's choice, and the Peoples choice are conlifteat. ' Sv 
God approved Saul and David, and they were ancued by the 
Prophet Samuel, and choſen by the People alto. In the Common- 
wealth, Magiſtrates are called the Ordinance of Man, or an.Hu- 
mane Creation, 1 Per. 2. 13.. Becaufe,. tho' Magiftracy in general 
be the Ordinance of God, yet this or that ſpecial kind of Magi- 
firacy,, whether Monarchy , Ariſtocracy, &c. is 'of man. Gover- 
nours covenant to defend the people, as well as.the people cove- 
nant to obey them : and the Obligation of Conicience is conſequent 
fo this Agreement. And our preſent Sovereign Lord and Lady 
King William and Queen Mary, have as good a. Title, : and we are 
bound in Conſcience as willingly and heartily to honour and obey 
them, according to'the” Law of God , and our Country, as ever 

we were to ſubmir to any Prince. | 
2. We muſt con(ider that all Government. is for the ſafety and 
go0d of the Community. We muſt eye (as one faith in another 
cale) the.end, which always ſteers the Action aniong ſuch as be 
Agents by counſel. In all Combinations there is , and will be 
ſome common end : that end muſt have means toartain it : to theſe 
means and rules each man muſt bind himſelf to atrend, and in caſe 
he doth not, to ſubmit to another,to be directed and reformed. or 
elſe to yield to the whole, that he may be cenſured and removed 
therefrom. ' For otherwiſe the End cannot be attained, nor the 
Means attended with' profit, or any powerful ſuccels in reaſon. For 
ifeach man may do what is good in his own eyes, proceeding ac- 
cording to his own pleaſure, ſo that none may oft bim, or con- 
troul him by any power, there muſt of neceſlicy follow Diſtra&ion 
2nd Deſolation of the whole,when each man hath liberty to follow 
his'own Imagination and humourſome devices, and ſeeks his Par- 
ticular, but oppoſe one another, and al! prejudice the Publick. Mu- 
cual ſubjeRion is as it were the {inews of Society , by which it is 
{uſtained. 
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ſuſtained. *' As' for the Governonr, S.: Paaiſairh' phinly, Ze w:4hs 
Minifter of God to'thee for good, Rom. 13. 4+ 'Fhis isthe End of Go-, 
vernment, That the People may be happy.*The Preſervation of our- 
Lives, Liberties, and Froperties is the Reaſon of Rule and Subje- 
ion. See the former Diſcourſe, Kings are not ſet over us to make us 
in a worſe condition than we:were by the. Law of Nature: (whicl1 
Tam ſure is theunwricten'Law'of Gad; :only:wrictenin the hearc; 
3s S. Paul faith): bur that we'may be fate, and live without: fear of: 
wicked men, whohave extinguiſhed the Light df Nature and Rea-' 
ſon. And like Brutes, that have no underſtanding; like Beaſts of 
prey, Lions and Wolves would devour the poor innocent man.; the 
good and righteous, who lives according to lis'reaſon and-con(ci- 
ence. -It concerns all Mankind with utmoſt zeal to preſerve their 
Laws; for otherwiſe the Sons of Zelial will confpire,:and oppreſs 
the poor righteous man :and they will make their Strengch theLaw 
of Juſtice, as the Son of Sirach ſaith, This 1 Will, and this 1 Command,, 
and my Will ſhall ſFand for Reaſon.This is the Voice of Proud Opprel- 
ſors. They make rheir Luſts their -Law,and their Will their Ruler. 
But Reafon, the Candle of che Lord, and Scripture, the'revealed' 
Wiil of God,inform us,that Order,and Dominion, and Rule is, nor 
to make us ſlaves, bur that we may lead a'quier-and peaceable Life 
in all godlinels and honeſty. | "7 

3. We mult conlider that there may be ſuch Crimes,as may for- 
feit he Crownand- Throne, and reduce all to firſt Principles.: - 

Here it will be convenient to confider, 1.\What Crimes we: 
ſuppoſe make a Forfeiture. 2. To demonttrate that fuch Crimes, 
forteit the-Crown. | 

1. I thall ccnlicer what Crimes we {uppoſe make a Forfeiture; 
And this may be done for more plain underſtanding, 1. Negative-- 
ly.. 2. Aftrmatively. Bll LY 3218194 Vt 
- '1. Negatively.: Perſonal Crimes do'not forfeuca Crown. Abad: 
Man, morally,may bea good King. Politically. Dominion-1s nor. 
founded in Grace : tho” it is ;::uch to be deſired, as:being their 
bounden Duty, that Kines ould live in the Fear of-God. How- 
ever: (as a moſt.zealuus Divine on our {tde grants) 'Thereis requi- 
red in Subjetsa Toteration of the. ſpots, blemiſhes; or infirmities 
of Magiſtrates. For the Magiſtrace kath-2 buxthen no. le(s abortous 
than dangerous , under which he :inujtneceſlarily often faint, and 
endure Extremuties- ſo that ſometimes he hath-ſcarce place or tims 

(0) 
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10 breath. . And: therefore" it.is nowonder',-if be be ſometimes 
drawnaway byt+tumane Aﬀections, 2s Pride; Ambition, Intempe- 


rance, Pleaſure, Sloth, Forgertulnefs,. Security, Anger, Fury, and: 


Paſſions of like kind.To which they are wont to be more obnoxious 
than others, as they are urged with greater Troubles and Afaulcs. 
Therefore then it is the Duty of Loyal SubjeRs patiently.co bear 
thoſe Infirmities, avit is meerthat Children ſhould: hide the ble- 
mihes of their Parents. Ir is true, a: Prince ought to':be juſt, and 
judge as for God ; but a wicked Prince, as Ahab, muſt have Obe- 
dience, and a good Obadiah may be his ſervant. An habitual ſinner, 
whom God will judge and condemn, may not be queſtioned by his 


SubjeRs. David's Adultery and Murder of VUriab was. hot ſufhdient 


to depoſe him, Such Crimes muſt be left to'God's vengeance. And 
private Oppreſſionsare not-Cauſes ſufficient ; but here Prayers and 
Tears mult take place : and we muſt {as our Saviour advifech) in 
Patience poſleſs our Souls. Eft, 

2. Affirmatively. Such Crimes as are Epidemical,or Univerſal, 
and are of great concern to the whole Body Politick,to the whole 
Nation. As invalidating Laws 'made. for Publick Security, eadea- 
vouring to ſubvertthe Rights of the Subject;Libercy and Property; 
or ſubverting of the Religion by Law eſtablithed, whereby Thou- 
fands of poor Innocents muſt be ruined ; breach of Covenant,Oath, 
and Promiſe, whereby Publick Faith is indangered, .and all Sub- 
jets-with reaſon are made jeatous. And here pray imazine: me 
in- Utopia, and take-it for a ſuppoſition, .If a Kingdom 15 in:{uch 
danger, whether they ought not to fecure themſelves. '  - c: 

I could wiſh it had conſiſted with Gods Providence that I had 
not lived in ſuch unhappy days, wherein a man that ſpeaks truth is 
envied by his Neighbour : Or I could with that I had not ſuch ug- 


lucky Stars,as that I muſt neceſlarily go againſt my Conſcience,ifT 


ſhould juſtify or connive at the late Proceedings of the Court Fattt- 
Cn, and Jeſuitical Society. | 
I was as true and faithful to the late King, notwithſtanding his 
Religion, as long as he kept his Oath and Promile, as atiy Subject 
:1n Reaſon, Knowledge, or Conſcience could be. ' But when I evi 
cently perceived thar the defign was to: Subject-us to: Rome; and Ar- 
bitrary. power, my Heart grew cold, my Aﬀection. was loſt, and 1 
could nor, as an Engliſh man, nor a Chriſtian, nor a Prieſt,, who 
-ought to:teach Truth, comply with ſuch wicked and _— 
deiigns. 
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deſigns. And I have ever ſince prayed ( or wiſhed in, my heart ) 
thac God would fend us-2 Deliverer. He hath ſent us a Deliyer- 
er; And bleſſed be his holy Name. And this FA ke [ may well 
call 2 Juſtification of their preſent ſacred Majeſties, and of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Lords, ' and Commons, and all the People ofthe 
Land at this day: And I hope that every good man, who makes 
Conſcience of his ways, Will not . be backwatd to adyance this . 
publick defign.” All that hate Topey and gh and haye any 
love fortrue Religion, will Rand tothis caufe.: Thereis Loyalty to 
our Countrey : and an Heathen could fay, Ic is fiveet and comely 
to die for our Conntrey. And the true Proteſtant Religion by Law 
eſtabliſhed is of nnexpreſſible value. | 

To this purpoſe confider ſeriouſly, and without prejudice, the 
Diſtin&ion mentioned by Civilians, and: applied almoſt to our 
exo by a-greatSchblee TOI 4 

There is a differehce between difpoſing of thitigs 'by way of 
Donation and' Sale, and diſpofing things by way of Truſt. - True, 
thoſe things which we difpotedfby way of Donartioti and Sale,are 
notafterwards in our power to-recall,as they were beſo e the Do- 
mation and Sale. As-tt'a man 'gives his Eand to. Chil £.. or fells 
Eand to -his Neighbour; it-1snot in the power_of the Father, or 
Neighbaur to, recall or diſpoſe of the Land, as before the Dona- 
tion or-Sale.. Bur ifa rhing be diſpoſed of by way of Truſt, then. 
if. the. Fiduciary or Truſted {hall nordifſcharge. his Truſt, -ic.is_in 
the poyer at leaſt of the Trufting to look to rhe matter; himſelf, 
As iri/caſe a Steward be truſtedwith a mans hop; And thus when: 
nu e; they- truſt the- 
Governour, theydo not give away Liberty or Right, but truſt 
them in-the handsof the Governour ; who, if 'abufed, that he do. 
mot perform his ſtewardly Truft as he ſhould, the. People. or Re- 


Ire rcktion eo logk-ole Neuer do hey not ſay as an: 
do the 


. 


a of Juriſdicticn)-are to look:co'ir. Neit d they herein ſo re- 
Aline their Power; as torake away any thing which they gave co- 
the King, bur ſo-as to a&t that power which they always had left 
ig-chemfſelves,-(as the power of felf-preſervation.) (By the way 
obſerve, Ido; not believe that the People have. power. of; Juriſ- 
ey 2 by : ly ara BY ; jen, Mancha the a 
Roe: burthey, tan-never give anay power tg treferve them. 
lves: gf aid hes Hive power viteadlly roelet ORs 58 rule- 
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and exerciſe all Juriſdiction.) And the end of the King's Truſt be. 
ing to look to the Kingdom, tho” there be no ſuch words expreſſed 
in the Covenant or Agreement between the King and his People, 
that in caſe he ſhall not diſcharge his Truſt: then ic thall be lawtyl 
for the State of the Kingdom by Arms to reſiſt, and to look to 
their own ſafety ;yet their ſafety being the end of this Truſt,and the 
reaſon of the Law 1s Lavv, in reaſon that muſt be implied. 

As for Nebuchadnezzar, his impious Pride. and Oppreflion,' and 
perhaps conſequenely the hr hatred and oppoſing of* him, 
brought him itito a deep Melancholy and Diſtraction, and fo he 
was Abdicate. And from this Example very Learned Divines and 
States-men infer the lawfulneſs of Abdicating a Prince for ſuch 
Ma'e-adminiſtration. And TI ſhall prove it thus. 

What the'wiſeſt and beſt men in all Ages and Kingdoms have 
cone by the Light of Nature, and have been commended - for it, 
that is lawful and agreeable to the Will of God. 

But the wiſeſt and beſt men in all Ages and Kingdows have de: 
poſed Kings by the Light of Nature, and have been commended 
for it: Therefore it.is lawful and agreeable to the Will of God. .-; 

] ſuppoſe none will deny the 2azor, becauſe the Law of Nature 
is the unwritten Law of God, and acknowledged. by all Divines 
to be the moſt certain Rule of Life. © nba], 

It is the 2dinor that I muſt eſtabliſh, which is, The wilſeſt and 
beſt men in all Ages and Kingdoms have depvied Kings by the 
Light of Nature, and have been commended for it. ic: aff 

I need not here mention the Feats of Semiramis,-related by the 
Hiſtorian 7#ſtiz, anc (as he faith), admired by all wife men of, Ba- 
bylon, and honoured for her Prudence in Government, and Valour, 
(not two hundred years after Noah's Flood.) Neither ſhall I ſpeak 


of S:rrdanapalus, King of Afſyris, mentioned by the ſame 7uſtin, an: 


effeminate Prince, depoſed by ArbaQus, Preſident gver 2edia, and 
his Aflociates, for ill Government. will alſo. omit the Monarchy: 


of the AMedes "and Perſians; in which ye will.tind: that; Darims. 


was choſen by the neighing of his Horſe; and that the belt Kings 
among. them, and their Poltericy, were not efleemed ſo ſacred,but 
for Miſ-rule they might be depoſed. 


In the Grecian Monarchy, which was the next, all the World: 
knows what ſtrange changes happened. Aﬀer the death of Alex>i 
anter the Great, the Empire was divided according, to- Tumule, or 


Prudence, 


ON 
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Prudence, and ſeveral Dukes or Captains obeyed. ' And this was 
divided into the Kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, and' Macedonia. All 
which by all wiſe and conſcientious men of thoſe days were re- 

quired to obey their.ſeveral Governors. © 
The nextMonarchy was theRomarn. And as to the Roman,it is Evi- 
dent by the Hiſtorian Livy, &c. that Tarquinius Superbus was juſtly 
depoſed. And all that oppoſed him were accounted Patriots anc 
Defenders of their Countrey ; good men and true, that would 
not ſee common Juſtice excluded, and their native Countrey in- 
ſlaved. Brure ((aith Livy, b.2. decad. 1.) deſerved glory for expe.ling 
King ( Targuinins ) Superbus, They expelled wicked Rulers and Ty- 
rants, eſpecially Nero : and are commended in all Authors for it. 
When the Head of Maximinus( that tyrannical Emperor ) with his 
Sons were brought to Rome, all ran to the Altars ro thank the Gods. 
And Balbinus Sacrificed Hecatombs for his deliverance, command- 
ing the ſame to be done through theEmpire. I do not hereby intend 
to juſtify all circumſtances, or-all perſons, or all their actions : But 
I bring theſe Inſtances to ſhew, Thar by the Light of nature Go- 
vernment is alterable, and that a Supream Prince may be depoſed. 
And Dr. Bilſon, Warden of Wincheſter confeſſeth, ( in his book 
intituled, The true difference between Chriſtian Subjection and 
Unchriſtian Rebellion, peruſed and allowed by publick Authority, 
and dedicated to Queen Elizaberh ) There may fall Extremiries, 
when Princes are not able to guide themſelves much lefs their 
Realms. ( P. 3. p. 145.) As if theright Heir to any Crown be a 
Natural fool, or he that is inveſted in the Crown wax mad, and 

runs beſide himſelf : In either of theſe two caſes any Realmby 
publick conſent and advice may chuſe another. A's Childerick was 

depoſed for a Fool, ( and Pipin elected. ) - And Charles the 
the third, the laſt Emperor of PipinsLine, was'depoſed by the ſame 
people for a Bedlam. Asalſo when F»ftinus the younger 'was 
diſtracted of his wits, Tiberius was placed in the Empire. So he. 
- And if Governours may be depoſed, and the” Succeſſion altered 
for natural defects, and calamities, then much more for Mo- 

ral defects, ſuch as univerſal Oppreffion and Tyranny over 
their Subjects. Becauſe,the 'other might be helped by Protectors 
and Gyardians : but this neicrher will nor can. Again, p. 179- 
If anyFrince were reprefled, ({ince the Foundation of the Earch 

for fivethouland years) it was w_ by their own States and _ 
| and 
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and that: for their Extream Tyranny. Prieſts always refrained 
thoſe attempts, and never thought it any part of their vocation, to 
meddle with the changes and alterations of Kingdoms, (as Gregory 
the ſeventh, called Pope Hildebrand, did.) | 

' Now to return to Nebuchadzezzar, that which happened ( faith 
2 learned Divine } to the furious King in his madneſs by the de- 
cree of God, why miay not, ought not that be done to other hmpi- 
ous Kings alſo? Calvin indeed ſpeaks dubiouſly, in his Commenta- 
ry on Daz. 4. Itis uncertain, whether he was caſt out by Tumulr, 
and the Conſpiracy of the Nobles, or alſo by the conſent of the 
whole people. This is doubtful, becauſe the Hiſtories of that 
time are unknown to us. While Calvin thus doubts, he denies not in 
the mean time, that the furious King was removed by publick Ay- 
thority. The Text is expreſs, They ſhall drive thee from men,.32. 
And verily by force of Gods Decree & Command. Therefore other 
impious Kings, taken with like fury,may fear the ſame puniſhment, 
LikeOppreſſion at any time will juſtify like defence & proceedings. 

The tamous Do&ar of the Church, Oeccolampadins, judgeth righc, 
whoſe words are theſe in his Commentary; Obſerve the equity of the Judge, 
that the Lord meaſures to us with the ſame meaſure that we meaſure to o- 
thers. He was much exalted, and much humbled : he received many gifts 
from God, many are taken away : he baniſhed-many, and he alfo is driven 
from men : he had delicious meats, now he feeds with'beafts : he was 
clothed with purple, now he is wholly covered with frightful hair: be 
was anointed with balmand precious Ointments, now he is wet with 
ſhowers and the dew of Heaven. 

And here 1 ſhall ſum up the whole in principles according to the uſe 
of Mathematicians in Poſtulata, Definitions, and Axioms, Such things 
( faith the renowned Hooker, Eccl. Pol.b.1. par, $ ) As ſoon as they are 
alledged, all mien acknowledge to be. good. As, God is to be worſhiped : 
Parents are to be honoured. The main Principles of reafon arein them- 
ſelves apparent, For to make nothing evident of it ſelf to mans under- 
ſtanding, were to makeaway all paſbbility of knowing any thing, And 
herein that of TheophraſiPs is true, They that ſeek 3 reaſon of all things, 
do utterly overthrow it, In every kind of knowledge ſome ſuch grounds 
there are as that being propoſed, the mind doth preſently imbrace them 
as free from all poſſibility oferror, clearand maniteſt without progf, 

Poſtulatum 1. Every creature by the inſtin& of nature preſenyes it- 
{= and promotes its well being, For, as the Philoſopher faith, all defice 
> ) Happinefs naturally 1s to be ſought, E 2, No 
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2. No Poſitive law ought to, or can invalidate, or deſiroy the” Law 
of nature, which is the higheſt reaſon in man.' Becauſe! poſitive - Laws 
are to better the condition of mankind, not to make it wore, ©! 5h 

3. . The primary right of nature ſocalled cannot! bechanged;' becauſe 
it is written in th&hearc of man, as S. Paul teſtifies. - Hence it cannor 
be blotted our, unleſs nature be blotred 'our, and reaſpn ceaſe to 'be 
reaſon. See the former diſcourle. | 

4. The great End of Government is the ſecurity of the Communi- 
ty. Were the People firſt, or the King firſt > Surely there were People 
to be:governed, before” there were Governours, Did Kings deſetnd 
from Heaven, and were they immediately appointed by God, 'or me. 
diately by the EleCtion of the People 2 Surely the Fathers of Families 
and Elders of the People choſe one to: be their Head ' and Governour, 
Did they chuſe him to make themſelves in a better condirion, '6r -in a 
worle ? Surely that they might live better, and* more ſecure; that no 
one Perſon or Family might wrong another, becauſe they were ſtronger. 
The Law of Nature tells us, it is not neceſſary (as one ſaith in another 
caſe) That they that give, ſhould always formally have beforehand 
received that Power which they give: 'it- is enough if they have'ire> 
ceived it virtually, For inftance, a multitude of free People *rhay* Elect 
and Ordaina King over them, and yer none of chem had deforchand 
received Kingly Power: It is enough they have a Virtual' Power, to 
ſet up, and to ſubmit-to any Lawful Form of Government, - which they 
ſze pgod for themſelves in the Land. F708 | 
- - 5, Defend.thy (elf againſt Force is the firſt *Principle of true Politicks. 
There can be no Tire, Age, Perſon, wherein this' is not true; accord» 
ing to the former Poſtulata. Hence are drawn theſe Concluſions, 
mentioned in my former Diſcourſe, 

I. No man ought ro hurt us, when we are innocent. 

2. If any man endeavours to hurt us, when we ate innocent, we may 
defend our ſelves. 4%; DIGDGK TUCT1S P1553 The " 

3. Neither God, nor Man gives Authority to Governours to' hurt 
the Innocent. h ER cw a hd | 

- 4; {if Governours hurt the Innocent, they' may defend themſelves. 
All this preſuppoſeth my former Diſcourſe, to-which 1 refer *the Reader, 

The general and perpetual Voice of men (faith Hooker) 4s as the - Sen- 
tence of God himfelt.: 'For that which all men have at all tinies- learned, 
Nature her ſelf muſt-needs have taught : and God- being "theAurhor of 
Nature; her Voice is but his Inſtrument. ' By her from him we receive 


- 
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.whatſoever in ſuch ſort -we learn, Infinite duties there are, the good 
whereof is by this Rule ſyfficiently manifeſt, tho? we had no ather-war- 
rant beſides to approve them: The Apoſtle Paul having ſpeech concerning 
the Heathens, ſaith of them, - They are a Law ro themſelves, Rom. 2, 14. 
His meaning is, that by force.of the Light of Reaſon; wherewith Gud 
3}luminartes every one that comes into the world, meii being enabled to 
know truth from falſhood, and good from evil, do thereby learn in ma- 
ny. things what the Will of God is, Which Will himſelf nor revealing 
by any extraordinary. means to them, but they by natural diſcourſe at- 
raining the knowledge thereof, ſeem the makers of thoſe Laws which 
indeed are his, and they. but only the finders of them our, 
I now proceed to Definitions, 
x. Defence is the preſerving: the:Innocent from wrong, 

-. (2. Tyranny is the. wilfyl-Oppreſſion of the Innocent, againſt Law, .cr 
Conſcience. * Yet there: is Tyranty in 'the Legiſlative Power,. when 
Princes;, and. men in: Authority make wicked , and unjaſt Laws :; and 
here ſubmiſſion 13 due, or Paſſive Obedience fo called, Thus Daniel, and 
his Campanians could not Attively obey Nebuchadnezzar, (becauſe we 
mult obey.God rather than Man): but: chey humbly fubmitted to: the 
King's pleaſure, and cruel Ediet,.. Thus the-Primitive. Chriſtians chear- 
fully laid dogga their Lives forthe Name, of Jeſus, and reſiſted not ; be-. 
cauſe the Laws of the Heathen Roman Empire, as-thoſe of the Chaldeans 
before, were againſt them, This is called Abuſe of Power. in Kings and 
Gaovernours. And in this caſe Prayers and Tears are the Weapaps eb 
Chriftians, and all upright; mieri, or flying from Perſecution. :But ' where 
there « no Law, there us no. trav{greſſwon, Rom: 4. 15. This 5 an-univer- 
{al Propoſition mentioned by Paul. If I defend my ſelf againſt the [lſe- 
gal Will, or Luſt of a Governour, who hath received no fuch Authoritz 
from God, nor Man, it is neither tranſgreſſion, nor reſiſting of the Power. 
- -Defen. 3- Oedience is a willing and hearty: performance of the Com- 


>» &»£4 


mands of our Governours according to Law. 2591-1 5] edi 
... Defiy. 4. Law, the Rule of Obedience, is a Sentence proceeding from 
the right Reaſon of the Commander. And therefore nv min muſt yieid 
Active Obedience to Laws againſt-the Law of .Nature, or. againſt. the 
written Law of God, _Lgo on to Axioms. x oe} 28 
. > 1, The wholeis to be preferred. befare any one; part,: and:the greater 
good. befare,the lefs, Therefore 'ſelf-preſeryation'is, betore the preſerva- 
ton.of another ;.becauſe Charity begins at home, -:And:the whole King- 
Com is tobe preferred before the Ring himſelf, when. be, who is: the 
| principal 
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principal part, ſtands in oppoſition to the' good of the wholR, 
 Axtom 2, All natural geod may be defired; and all natural evil may 
be avoiced. Arid here comes in the Rule of Juſtice, and firſt Principle, ' 
menrioned by our Saviour, Mat. 7. 12, All things whatſoever ye weuld 
that men ſhould dd to you, do you evm ſo to them : for this « the Law and 
tbe m_ And what you will not have done to you, do not you do 
ro another, This is a clear 'and undeleble Principle; a firſt and Alpha- 
beticai Notion, as one ſpeak**; Therefore I may preſerve my Liberty and 
Property ; and oppoſe thoſe that would by viokence and illegal prc- 
ceedings invade them. And here I ſhall offer four or five morePoftulata. 
T. Our Savioyr did rot countenance Oppreſſion , nor taught no Do- 
Qrine in favour thereof, | | 
2, Nothing in'Carjftian Religion contradicts natural Religion. The 
reaſon is, both are from! God, _ $5 that it Natural Religion allows De- 
fence, then Chriſtian Religion forbids ir not! As for Myſtertes of Faith, 
they are ſaid to be above, but not againſt Reaſon. | 
.3. Our Saviour never deſigned to ſer down a Form of Government 
and Polity ; but taught Ob:diepce to Lawful Authority, - Render. to 
Czſar the things that are Czfar's, Polity was before the Law of Mzſes, 
or the Law of Chriſt. The Law of Moſes commanded Moral, and Ce- 
remonial performances, And as for Judicial Laws, they bind us only as to 


'the Equity, as all-acknowledge. And the Law of Chriſt compleats, ful- 


file, or advances the Moral Law indeed; and'withal, adds ſome Myſte- 


'ries of Faith ro* be believed of all-Chriſtians. But Chrift, and his Apoſiles 
leave Political Government as they found them in the world: CT 

'* The Goſpel (fay Theol. Wir.) is a DoCtrine of a Spiritual and Eternal 
'Ringdom in the hearts of men; neither doth it externally overthrow Po- 


lirical Regiment, but rathereſtabliſh and confirm it, 'Therefore it follows 


that the Goſpel permits all Natural and Legal Defence, agreeing with the. 
Civil Laws, ' The Goſpel takes not away Polity, or Political Laws, 


14. No People could be fo fottiſh as to fer Governcurs over them to 


'undo them : For ſatery, happineſs, or well- being, is the End of Goverr-. 


ment. {t is a ſeif-cvident Principle, No wan is bound to think well, or 
ſpeak well, or do well to his Opprefſors, but may throw cf their Yoke, 


 -as ſoon as he can, And ſo may a whole Kingdom likewiſe, - 


' Again, This is another ſelf-evident Principle,and needs no proof, Truft 


not him with thy Life,Geods, and Pofterity, who hath once endeavoured 


to ruin thee, I am confident few men would lend ſuch a man Ten pounds . 


+ upon his word, Aman cannot make. any doubrof it, bur that ir-rs moſt; 


agreeabie.. 
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| gpreeable to reaſon,and the common Intereſt of thoſe in Society, that they 
ſhould be true to their Compacts. Out of what Author (as an ingenious 
Scho'ar queſtions)can they ſhew us a Nation chat ever did allow the breach 
of ſolemn CompaRts ? The loweſt inanimate beings have a power and 
propenlity to their own welfare ; a blind tendency and. inclination to 
their own Security. And ſuch a noble being as man 1s, muſt needs have 
it in a more ſublime and eminent manner. A noble Author of aur own 
rells us, in his Book of Truth, That ke for his part takes them- for the 
Catholick Church that are conſtant and faithful to ficſt Principles ; that 
common Notions are the bottom and foundation upan which the Church 
33 built. Excaſe our diffidence here, great Sir, 'The Church is built upon 
a ſurer and higher Rock;upon a more Adamantine and precious Founda- 
tion ; yet thus much is acceptable and undeniable, That whoever they are 
that by any PraCtice,or Cuſtom,or Tradition,or Tener,ſhall ſtop the paf- 
ſage of firſt Principles, and ſound Reaſon that flows from thew, they are 
in this farther from the Church than- {ndians or Americans, while they are 
not only Antichriſtian, but Unnatural. | : 

57 If any ſhould conſent to ſuch unreaſonable Conditions, their Poſteri- 
ty could not be bound by their miſtakes. The Preceptsof the Law of Na- 
ture are ſo potent and triumphant (as be ſpeaks) as that fome As which 
rebel againſt it, become not only unlawful, but void, as both Schoolmen 
and Lawyers obſerve : they are not only Irregularities, but meer Nullicies: 
Becauſe man wants power to make ſuch Laws. God gives no man Autho- 
rity to contradict the Law of Nature, which is his own Law, and Com- 
mands natbing but what is reaſonable;ſo. that what contradias this,auſt 
be unreaſonable, He rhat lays violent hands upon bimſelf for wickedneſs 
committed, tho' commanded by the Magiſtrate, (ſaith Wendelin. Philoſ. 
Mor. b. 1. c. 2.8.) wrongs himſelf by executing that Command : becauſe 
the Command of ſuch a Magiſtrate is unjuſt,and againſt Natural & Divine 
right: therefore Obedience perfarmed to it muſt be unjuſt. 

And verily if a Kingdom may not defend it ſelf by Force of Arms, when 
grievouſly oppreſled, then this Abſurdity will follow, that we, our Liber- 
ries, Wives, Children,-and Religion may be deſtroyed, when 'Tyrants and 
evil Rulers pleaſe. And all the Remedy is, Lord have mercy upon us, and 
our Children, But ſurely this is againſt common Senſe and Reaſon : (as I 
bive ſhewed)and God, and Nature hath not placed Mankind: in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, If this be ſo,then we are in worſe. cafe than the Heathens,and 
all other Humane Commonwealths : (as an Enemy of ours fath) which 
both before, and after Chriſt, have tad means to deliver themſctves from 

| | ſuch 
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fuch Tyrants as were intolerable, and evidently pernicious to Humane 


_ . Society, andthe good of the Pelle : for whoſe peace and preſervation 


they were created by Men, or ordained by God. This wicked Do&trine 
may put us into the hands of men as cruel as the Iriſh were in 4.1. At which 
time King Charles I. faid , Thoſe barbarous Rebcls practiſed ſuch inhu- 
mane and unheard of outrages upon his rhiſerable People,that no Chriſtian 
Ear can hear witthour horrour, nor Story parallel, 

Let us conclude with Application. . 

1, This teacheth us the vanity and uncertainty of all worldly things. 
Kingdoms themſelves are not fo fixed,as not to be ſubje& to change. God 
changeth the times and ſeaſons,(faith Don. c, 2. v. 21.) beremoveth Kings 
end ſets up Kings, God hath rejefted tnany Kings for Their wickedneſs. 
He reje&ted Saul, and took his Ringdom from him, The meft High ruleth 
m the Kingdoms of men, and giveth it to whomſoever te will, C. 4. v.25. 
God hath an hand in all theſe changes. His Providence ruſeth over all. Of 
this no Chriſtian doubts, And this fame call (how properly I need nar 
Coe) a Providenrial Right,which is by God's Permiſlion. Traitors-and 

urpers have this Right to the. Thranes that they poſſeſs. This Right(as 
one ſaith) a Slave (through God's juſt Judgment on a Nation) may have 
to the Throne : for not a Sparrow fits to the ground without God's Per- 
miſſion. This Right both lawful Kings and Ufurpers have to the Thrones 
they poſſeſs. Arhaliah, that Murderer of the Royal Family,had only this 
Providential Right, which ſhe made appear on by Poffeſſion, But this 
Right(being neither by Succeſſion, nor Conqueſt,nor CompaQ,nor lawful 
Call of the People) gives not juſt Title, nor can expect any SubjEtion 
meerly upon that, and no other _ And the Reaſon is, becauſe when 
Providential Right crofſeth Civil Right, a man is not bound to follow 
Providence, but to guide himſelf by Moral and Divine Precepts., For Di- - 
vine Precepts are perpetual ſtanding Laws, by which the Actions of men 
ought to be guided, But Providential Acts were neygr ordained for Laws 
or Rules by which men ſhould walk: and therefore to.ſuch a Right there 
1s no Subjetion due. | 

2, It teacheth us the heinous nature, and ill conſequent of Pride. Ir. is 
enough to ruin a whole Nation ; the King as well as his Subjects, A proud 
Man is not under God's Protection, but forſaken of Him. 

3. It teacheth rhe great Miſchicf of Tyranny and Opprefſion.God and 
Man hate Oppreflors, who obſtinatcly refuſe good and reaſonable Adviee, 


' Any Biſhop or Teacher (faith Dr. Bilſon, P.3. pag 1.) may reprove Prin- 


ccs, when they violate the Precepts of God, For God hath placed them - | 
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| his. Cherch to teach, reprove, corre$t, andinſtru@t igrighteouſackce Tim, ' 

© 3-16. -9g;well Princes as others,. andggþargeth thera not.co conceal gne . 2 
word of that he hath-poken,neither tor favour,nor terrour of any Prince,  * 

b: ' The Will of God mult be declared to all, and Sin. reproyed. in all. with- 2 

TY out diſlembling, or flattering any ſort, or flare of-men, : And that is mcſk ; 

; xpedient for all, evenfor Princes themſelves, rather ta hear with Hug. 2 
fry what God hath Gecreed for their Salvation, than to run to. their. own - | 
deftruction without recalling 'or warning. So Samwclreproved King Saul, 
x Sam. 15. Abijah King-Feroboam, 1 Kings 14.  Elijab King-Azab, 

- 3 Kings 21, EliſhaKing Feboram, 2 Kings 3. Jobs Baptiff BR 
rod; Mar. 6. Neyher were wicked Princes only, but alſo the good and # 
virtuous Kings o&7udab reproved by the Prophets. . , As nawely, King * 
Davidby Nathan, .2'Sam. 12. King Fehoſaphat by Feba, 2 Chre.'19, 
And Hezekiah by the Prophet 1/aiab, 2 Kings 20. . But this reproof 
reached no farther than to putting them in mind of God's Grace and 
Mercy towards they, and their Duty again towards bim, &c,,  _, 1 
4. It teacheth Kings to rule, juſtly : for otherwiſe their wickednels will 2 

find them our. If in ſtead of ſiving the lives of their, SubjeQs, they en * 
deavobr to deſtroy. them, if inſtead, of. puniſhing the wicked, they puniſh 
the. good and God's Servants ; if Ihſtead of reaſonable and lawful Com- ? 
mands, they will have their Luſts their Wills, and Rive to ruin the Peas, + 
ple commited to their charge: without Law : or with cruelty, Tagour, # 
and ſeverity without mercy, rage againſt their SubjeCts, they .may well | 
expect Divine vengeance and the Judgments of God,” either-iaimediately, 7 
or by the hand of their own SubjeAs,* who have been rhreatned, or cfus, ? 
elly.uſed, .and unmercifully or illegally.dealt with, God bates OppreF 

s fon in all,”even in Princes : eſpecially the Perſecution of hig Servants for. 

Is his true Werſhip, and renouncing Idolatry.. Kings muſt give Account to. ? 
God, as well as meaner Men: for there is no reſpe@ of peffons with .þim. ? 
God is the Jurge, and he putteth. down one, and ſerteth up anothery- as 4 
he picaſeth. To hiniSe Glory and Dominion for ever. ' Amen. _** 7 


+ 4 


© 
\ * 


FINIS. 


